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1. Which of the following banks are 
proposed to be amalgamated for being 
third largest bank in India? 

1. Bank of Baroda 

2. Canara Bank 

3. Dena Bank 

4. Vijaya Bank 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 , 2 and 3 (b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 2 and 4 (d) All of the above 

2. Which of the following reforms are 
related to banking sector? 

1. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC) 

2. Prompt corrective action (PCA) 

3. Project Sashakt 

Which of the above Concerns is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

3. In case of rupee depreciation which 
of following steps can be taken to 
increase the value of Rupee? 

1. Enabling more companies to raise 
External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs). 


2. Removal of exposure limit of FPI's 
corporate bond portfolio to a single 
corporate group. 

3. Promoting rupee-denominated debt 
securities 

4. Promoting ease of doing Business. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1,3 and 4 

(c) 2 and 4 (d) All of the above 

4. Consider the following statements 
about India Post Payments Bank (IPPB): 

1. It has been incorporated as a 
private sector company under the 
companies act, with 49% 
government equity. 

2. It is governed by the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

5. Consider the following statements 
with reference National Digital 
Communications Policy-2018 (NDCP 
2018): 

1. It re-designated Digital 

Communications Commission as 
"Telecom Commission". 


2. Bharat broadband Network is one 
of the three missions adopted 
under this Policy. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

6. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Black Carbon that 
was recently in news: 

1. Black carbon is a long-lived 
climate pollutant with a lifetime 
of several years after release in 
the atmosphere. 

2. Black carbon is a potent climate 
warming component of 
particulate matter formed by the 
incomplete combustion of fossil 
fuels. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

7. Consider the following statements 
related to Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana (PMJDY)? 

1. It has an overdraft facility of Rs. 

10 , 000 . 


2. It has an accidental insurance 
cove Rs 1 lakh for RuPay 
Cardholders. 

3. The plan envisages universal 
access to banking facilities with at 
least one basic banking account 
for every household 

Which of the above Concerns is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

8. Consider the following statements 
about India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP): 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

9. Which of the following is NOT part of 
Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay 
SanraksHan Abhiyan' (PM-AASHA): 

(a) Price Support Scheme (PSS) 

(b) Income support scheme (ISS) 

(c) Price Deficiency Payment Scheme 
(PDPS) 


1. Recently, India became the first 
country to release a draft India 
Cooling Action Plan (ICAP). 

2. It focuses on Sustainable Cooling 
through Thermal Comfort for All. 



(d) Pilot of Private Procurement and 
Stockiest Scheme (PPSS) 

10. Which of the following is NOT one 
of the dimensions of Poverty under 
Multidimensional Poverty Index? 

(a) Health 

(b) Inequality 

(c) Education 

(d) Living Standard 

11. The term 'Leptospirosis' is 
sometimes seen in the news. It is? 

(a) A type of mineral 

(b) A type of bacteria that can digest 
pesticides 

(c) An initiative to track the health 
situation of aged persons. 

(d) Bacterial infection in rodents and 
other wild and domesticated species. 

12. Consider the following statements 
with reference to SC/ST Reservation: 

1. SC/ST status entitling a person 
to quotas in jobs and 
educational institutions in one 
state will automatically 
continue in another state 
when the person migrates. 

2. Reservation is governed by 
the Constitution only. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

13. Recently, The Central government 
has directed all states and Union 
Territories to not allow the 
manufacture, sale and advertisement 
of e-cigarettes and other Electronic 
Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS). 
Consider the following statements with 
reference to e-cigarettes and ENDS: 

1. E-cigarettes liquefy tobacco 
leaves through electronic 
Heating. 

2. ENDS have been approved as 
NRTs (nicotine-replacement 
therapies) under the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act. 

3. By banning ENDS India will be the 
first country in the world to ban it 
completely. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) none of the above 

14. Consider the following objectives of 
National Action Plan for Conservation 
of Migratory Birds and their Habitat: 


1. It has an objective to Halt and 
reverse decline of migratory 
birds. 

2. It intends to reduce pressure on 
critical habitats by management 
based on landscape approaches. 

3. It will Support trans-boundary co¬ 
operation to secure migratory 
bird species and habitats in range 
countries. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

15. Which of the following is not the 
factor that causes Glacial Lakes 
Outburst Floods (GLOFs), recently seen 
in News: 

(a) Rapid slope movement into the lake 

(b) Global warming 

(c) Soil moisture 

(d) Black carbon 

16. Consider the following statements 
about Monster Galaxy: 


1. Astronomers have captured the 
clearest image of Monster galaxy 
using The Gran Telescopio 
Canarias. 

2. It has molecular clouds that are 
highly unstable and leads to 
runaway star formation. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

17. Consider the following statements 
about East Asia Summit-Economic 
Ministers' Meeting (EAS-EMM) 
Recently, seen in news: 

1. The 6 th East Asia Summit- 
Economic Ministers' Meeting 
(EAS-EMM) was recently held in 
Singapore. 

2. India is dialogue partner in East 
Asia Summit-Economic Ministers' 
Meeting (EAS-EMM). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

18. What is the reason for the use of 
hydraulic fracturing for the 
"unconventional" reservoirs of gas? 


(a) The gas is found very beneath in the 
crust that is hard to extract by the use of 
present technology. 

(b) The gas is highly dispersed in the 
rock. 

(c) The use of water is necessary to 
generate pressure on gas that is 
involved in hydraulic fracturing. 

(d) None of the above 

19. ARIIA recently seen in news is: 

(a) An innovation-based ranking 
framework for higher educational 
institutions. 

(b) A quick plastic-degrading technology 
developed by the Indian Institute of 
Science. 

(c) A programme to provide 
entrepreneurship skills to young women 

(d) The Gaganyaan capsule that will 
carry Indian astronauts. 

20. Delhi is all set to be India's first city 
to launch hydrogen enriched CNG 
(HCNG) buses Consider the following 
statements with reference to hydrogen 
enriched CNG (HCNG): 

1. It is a vehicle fuel which is a blend 
of compressed natural gas and 
hydrogen. 


2. Its use has been recommended 
by The Environment Pollution 
Prevention and Control Authority 
(EPCA). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

21. The home of the endangered Eld's 
deer in India is: 

(a) Jim Corbett National Park 

(b) Keibul Lamjao National Park 

(c) Keoladeo National Park 

(d) Tadoba National Park 

22. APSARA - U recently seen in News 
is? 

(a) A cleanliness oriented urban 
development programme. 

(b) A programme to unite all women 
SHG's on single palteform. 

(c) It is a type of research reactor. 

(d) An Exoplanet explored by ISRO. 

23. Consider the following statements 
about Polarimetry Doppler Weather 
Radar: 

1. It has been recently launched by 
ISRO. 


2. Its data will help researchers 
narrow that range of possibilities 
to forecast sea level rise with 
greater certainty, allowing 
communities to be better 
prepared. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

24. The Supreme Court unanimously 
struck down Section 497 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) that makes adultery a 
punishable offence. With reference to 
the Section 497 consider the following 
sentences? 

1. It got struck down because it was 
against Right to life & personal 
liberty and Right to equality. 

2. Now adultery is not a crime 
unless it attracts the scope of 
abetment to suicide under IPC. 

3. Now it cannot be ground for 
dissolution of marriage. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

25. In Navtej Singh Johar v/s Union of 
India case the 5 judges Constitutional 


Bench declared the parts of Section 377 
of the IPC unconstitutional thus 
decriminalized homosexuality. As per 
the ruling what were the Fundamental 
rights that were being violated under 
section 377? 

1. Right to life & personal liberty. 

2. Right to free speech and 
Expression. 

3. Right to equality. 

Which of the above statements is are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

26. Which of following agreement has 
NOT been signed between India and 
USA yet? 

(a) Communications and Information 
Security Memorandum of Agreement 

(b) General Security of Military 
Information Agreement 

(c) Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement 

(d) Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 
Agreement 

27. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Global Media 
Compact: 


1. It is an initiative of the United 
Nations, in collaboration with the 
UN Foundation. 

2. It is aimed at advancing 
awareness regarding Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) to be 
achieved by 2030. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

28. Hope Mission is a Space mission 
which is planned to send an unmanned 
probe to orbit Mars by 2021. It has 
been planned to be launched by: 

(a) USA 

(b) UAE 

(c) Japan 

(d) European Space Agency 

29. Recently, Health Ministry issues 
notification to bring HIV/AIDS Act, 
2017, into force. Consider the following 
statement about HIV/AIDS ACT, 2017: 

1. As per this Act HIV testing is now 
a pre-requisite for obtaining 
Public employment. 


2. India has the largest HIV-infected 
population with an estimated 2 
million people. 

3. Every establishment keeping the 
records of HIV-related 
information of protected persons 
shall adopt data protection 
measures in accordance with the 
guidelines to ensure that such 
information is protected from 
disclosure. 

Which of the above match is/are 
Correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

30. The Embassy of India held a 
ceremony in Haifa to mark the 
Centenary of the Battle of Haifa when 
in 1918; Indian soldiers fighting 
towards Britain in 1 st world war 
liberated the city of Haifa. The city of 
Hafia is situated in? 

(a) Myanmar 

(b) Singapore 

(c) Israel 

(d) Vietnam 

31. World Peace Monument dome which 
the world's largest dome has been 
inaugurated in: 

(a) Uttar Pradesh 


(b) Goa 

(c) Jammu and Kashmir 

(d) Maharashtra 

32. Consider the following statement 
Global Geopark Network status. 

1. It is given by United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). 

2. These are single, unified 
geographical areas where sites are 
managed with a holistic concept of 
protection, education and 
sustainable development. 

3. Lonar Lake in and St. Mary's Island 
and Malpe beach are choosen as 
candidates for the Global Geopark 
Network status. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

33. Exercise Aviaindra is a Biennial Air 
Force level exercise between 

(a) India and Russia 

(b) India and Rwanda 

(c) India and Kazakhstan 

(d) India and China 

34. UN Champions of the Earth Award 2018 
has been jointly given to: 

(a) Japan and India 


(b) India and Australia 

(c) India and France 

(d) India and USA 

35. 'e-Sahaj' portal is related to: 

(a) Grant of Security Clearance. 

(b) Promoting the level of trust and customer 
confidence. 

(c) To Help People Find nearest Police Station 

(d) To Provide Online Training And 
Information To Personnel Of Delhi Police. 

36. Consider the following statement 
Mobilise Your City (MYC) programme: 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 (d) All of the above 

37. Financial Inclusion Index will be released 
by: 

(a) Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

(b) Ministry of Finance 

(c) RBI 

(d) Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation 

38. Consider the following statements: 

1. The 21st Central Zonal Council 
meeting was held in Lucknow. 


1. It is a global climate initiative. 

2. The project seeks to back 100 cities 
worldwide in three years. 

3. In India, the MYC aims at 
supporting three pilot cities 
Nagpur, Kochi and Ahmedabad. 



2. Zonal councils have been 

established by the Parliament to 
promote interstate cooperation 
and coordination. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

39. First ever Regional Conference at 
Shimla on 'Women in Detention and 
Access to Justice have been organized 
under: 

(a) Niti Aayog 

(b) Ministry of home affairs 

(c) Ministry of women and child 
development 

(d) Ministry of Human resource and 
development 

40. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Atal Bimit Vyakti 
Kalyan Yojna: 

1. It aims to financially support 
those who lost their jobs for 
any reasons due to changing 
employment pattern. 

2. Its beneficiaries will be 
insured persons covered 
under Employees' State 
Insurance Act, 1948. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

41. India's first Hyper loop route will 
come in which state: 

(a) Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Karnataka 

(c) Maharashtra 

(d) Gujarat 

42. Consider the following statements 
regarding Global Skills Park (GSP): 

1. It will be the First Multi-Skills Park 
in India. 

2. Its objective is to enhance the 
quality of Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) 
System. 

3. World Bank will provide loan for 
the establishment of GSP. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 (d) land 2 only 

43. National Institute of Mental Health 
Rehabilitation will be the first of its kind in 
the country in the area of mental health 
rehabilitation and will serve as an institution 
of excellence for capacity building in human 
resource and research in the area of mental 
health rehabilitation. It will be established 
in: 

(a) Tamilnadu 

(b) Punjab 

(c) Maharashtra 

(d) Madhya Pradesh 



44. With reference to Udyam 
Abhilasha, consider following 
statements: 

1. It is a National Level 
Entrepreneurship Awareness 
Campaign. 

2. It has been launched by 
NABARD. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

45. SWAS, SAFAL and STAR recently 
seen in news is: 

(a) New medicine developed for patients 
of Diabetes. 

(b) Less polluting firecrackers. 

(c) Educational scheme for primary and 
secondary class. 

(d) Indicators for fresh food on 
packaging. 

46. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Delhi Declaration on 
Renewable Energy: 

1. It was adopted by countries in 
the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA). 


2. As per declaration, ISA 

member nations will exchange 
knowledge and share views. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

47. Consider the following statements 
regarding Indian Ocean Wave Exercise 
2018 (IOWavel8): 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

48. Justice Amitava Roy committee is related 
to: 

(a) Suggesting reform for Prison 

(b) Increase Motor Vehicle Tax. 

(c) Restructuring IDBI 

(d) Small Scale Industries. 

49. With reference to Deendayal Antyodaya 
Yojana - National Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(DAY-NRLM), consider the following 
statements: 


1. It is held in Indian Ocean. 

2. It is organised by the 
Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission 
(IOC) of UNESCO. 



1. It is being implemented across 
the country in all States and 
Union Territories. 

2. The financial support is given 
as grants to the Self Help 
Groups (SHGs) and their 
federations. 

3. It focuses on bank linkage of 
the institutions. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

50. Consider the following statements 
about Capacity Development Scheme: 

1. It is a central sector scheme. 

2. It comes under the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme 
Implementation. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 

51. Recently UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization's (FAO) Future Policy Gold 
Award (Gold Prize) is given to which of 
the following Indian state: 

(a) Sikkim 

(b) Assam 


(c) Himachal Pradesh 

(d) Uttarakhand 

52. Consider the following statement 
with reference to BepiColombo: 

1. It is a mission to Mercury. 

2. It is a joint mission between 
European space agency and 
NASA. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

53. The southeast flank of Mount Etna is 
sliding towards the sea at a rate of several 
centimeters a year. With this reference, 
consider the following statements about 
Mount Etna: 

1. It is located in Europe. 

2. It is a dormant Volcano. 

3. It has been designated a Decade 
Volcano by the United Nations. 

4. It is in the list of UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only (b) 2, 3 and, 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only (d) all of the above 

54. Which of the following Country has 
decided to abolish the death penalty for all 
crimes and halt all pending executions? 



(a) Bhutan 

(b) Malaysia 

(c) Indonesia 

(d) France 

55. Consider the following statements 
with reference to United Nations 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC): 

1. India has been re-elected to 
UNHRC for a period of three 
years. 

2. It is a United Nations body 
whose mission is to promote 
and protect human rights 
around the world. 

3. It was established by the UN 
General Assembly in 2006. 

4. Its headquarters is in Paris. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only (b) 2, 3 and, 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only (d) all of the above 

56. The Chandra X-Ray Observatory is a 
telescope that looks at black holes, 
quasars, supernovas, and the like - all 
sources of high energy in the universe. 
Which of the following space agency is 
related to this? 

(a) ISRO 

(b) NASA 

(c) ESA 

(d) JAXA 


57. Consider the following statement 
with reference to the world's most 
innovative universities- 2018 

1. It is published by Reuter's news 
agency. 

2. No Indian University was able to 
make it to the list. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
INCORRECT? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

58. Consider the following statements 
about Global Hunger Index report 2018: 

1. It is prepared by International 
Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) 

2. It is published annually. 

3. India's ranking has dropped 
three places from last year. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) neither 1 nor 2 

59. Union Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY) has issued 
draft 'National Policy on Electronics 2018' 
(NPE 2018) for Electronics System Design 
and Manufacturing (ESDM) Sector of India. 
Consider the following statements with 
reference to this: 


1. Its aims to double the target of mobile 
phone production from 500 million 
units in 2019 to 1 billion by 2025. 



2. One of its targets is to create $400 
billion electronics manufacturing 
industry by 2025. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

60. Consider the following statements: 

1. In tropical regions, Zika virus disease 
is transmitted by the same mosquito that 
transmitted dengue. 

2. Sexual transmission of Zika virus 
disease is possible. 

Which of the above choice is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

61. Human Capital Index (HCI) is released 
by: 

(a) World Bank 

(b) International Monetary fund (IMF) 

(c) World economic forum (WEF) 

(d) World Trade Organization (WTO) 

62. The World Economic Forum has 
announced its new Centre for the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution in which of 
the following Country which would aim 
to bring together the government and 
business leaders to pilot emerging 
technology policies: 

(a) USA 

(b) China 

(c) Russia 

(d) India 


63. Consider the following statements 

1. United Nations has released a 
report titled 'Economic Losses, 
Poverty and Disasters 1998-2017'. 

2. It was compiled by the UN Office 
for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

64. Consider the following statement 
regarding IND-INDO CORPAT 2018: 

1. This is the first edition of the India 
and Indonesia coordinated patrol. 

2. It is held in Indonesia. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

65. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Competition 
Commission of India (CCI): 

1. It has recently amended the 
Combination Regulations to provide 
certainty & transparency 

2. It is a constitutional body. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

66. Consider the following statements with 
reference to NCVET: 

1. It will recognize and regulate 
awarding bodies, assessment 
bodies and skill related 
information providers. 



2. It will approve qualifications 
developed by awarding bodies 
and Sector Skill Councils 
(SSCs). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

67. The NITI Aayog and International 
Court of Arbitration had recently 
organised a Workshop on Best Practices 
in International Arbitration. With 
reference to this, consider the following 
statements about International Court 
of Arbitration: 

1. It is a branch of the 
International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC). 

2. It resolves international 
commercial and business 
disputes. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

68. Consider the following statements 
about Majuli Island: 

1. It is the first island district of the 
country. 

2. The island is formed by the 
Brahmaputra River in the south. 

3. It is currently listed as world's 
largest river island. 


4. It is the nerve centre of neo- 
Vaishnavite. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only (b) 2, 3 and, 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only (d) All of the above 

69. Consider the following statements 
with reference to National Environment 
Survey (NES): 

1. It will be the first ever survey 
to map environment data in 
India. 

2. It will be carried out by Niti 
Ayog. 

3. It will use parameters like air, 
water, soil quality, e-waste, 
wetlands. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) neither 1 nor 2 

70. Wing Loong II recently seen in news is: 

(a) Unmanned aerial vehicle of China. 

(b) Military exercise between India and 
Japan. 

(c) Collaborative effort of Japan and 
Philippines to counter China. 

(d) Chinese financial bond to aid Pakistan's 
Economic situation. 

71. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Sir Chhotu Ram 

1. His 64-foot-tall statue of has 
been unveiled in Haryana. 



2. He was a co-founder of the 
National Unionist Party. 

3. He was popularly known as 
Deen Bandhu. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

72. Luban, sometimes seen in news is: 

(a) A type of insect. 

(b) A spacecraft. 

(c) Intense circular storm. 

(d) Planet found in the Goldilocks Zone. 

73. With reference to 'MedWatch', 
consider the following statements: 

1. It is a mobile health App. 

2. It is launched by Indian Army. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

74. Consider the following statements: 

1. Information Sharing Platform 
Gateway for SEARN has been 
launched. 

2. It will promote regulatory and 
health collaboration among the 
countries of the South-East Asia 
Region. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 


75. Recently, World Post Day has been 
celebrated to mark anniversary of the 
establishment of the Universal Postal 
Union (UPU). Consider the following 
statements regarding UPU 

1. It is a specialized agency of United 
Nations. 

2. It coordinates postal policies 
among member nations. 

3. India is not a member Country of 
UPU. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

76. A report titled "Strengthening 
Forest Fire Management in India" has 
been released. Consider the following 
statements with reference to the 
report: 

1. It has been jointly launched by 
Ministry of environment, 
forest and climate change and 
World Bank. 

2. According to Report, Central 
India has the largest area 
affected by fire. 

3. North-eastern states account 
for the biggest share of fire 
detections. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 



77. India for Humanity initiative has been 
launched by: 

(a) Ministry of External affairs. 

(b) World Economic Forum. 

(c) United Nations Human Rights Council. 

(d) UNESCO. 

78. Consider the following statements 
about Jal Bachao, Video Banao, 

Puraskar Pao: 

1. It is a contest launched by 
Ministry of drinking water and 
sanitation. 

2. Its objective of spreading 
awareness about water 
conservation. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

79. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Alphonso mango: 

1. It has been recently granted 
Geographical Indication (Gl) tag. 

2. It is often called the King of 
Mangoes. 

3. It is grown mainly in western India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

80. Singphan Wildlife Sanctuary is 
situated in which of the following state: 

(a) Maharashtra 

(b) Nagaland 


(c) Meghalaya 

(d) Telangana 

81. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Make-ll scheme 
sometimes seen in news: 

1. It is a government-funded 
scheme. 

2. It offers easier clearance and 
faster scaling-up of production. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

82. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Environment 
Pollution Control Authority (EPCA): 

1. It has been recently reconstituted 
by Supreme Court. 

2. It is a Supreme Court mandated 
body tasked with taking various 
measures to tackle air pollution in 
the National Capital Region. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

83. Consider the following statements 
regarding Nirman Kusum: 



1. This project is launched by 
government of Odisha. 

2. It will help Women to get trained 
in Industrial Training Institutes 
and polytechnics. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

84. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojna (PMFBY): 

1. It will cover damages to crops in 
wild animal attacks on 
experimental basis. 

2. There is provision of Fine in cases 
of delay in clearing insurance 
claims for crop damages. 

3. It envisages a uniform premium 
of only 2% to be paid by farmers 
for Kharif crops. 

4. The scheme is mandatory for 
farmers who have taken 
institutional loans from banks. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 only (d) All of the above 

85. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Canine distemper virus (CDV) 


1. It is a viral disease that infects the 
gastrointestinal, respiratory, and 
central nervous systems. 

2. There is no known cure for CDV. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

86. Recently, the government has set up 
Strategic Policy Group or SPG. Consider the 
following statements with reference to this: 

1. It will help Ministry of Home 
affairs. 

2. It will be headed by National 
Security Advisor. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

87. Consider the following statements 
regarding Eurasian Otter: 

1. Its presence has been recently 
confirmed in Himalayan region. 

2. It is protected under the Wildlife 
Protection Act (1972). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

88. Government hospitals in Delhi have 
reported a dozen diphtheria deaths in 
children. Consider the following 
statements with reference to this: 

1. It is highly contagious respiratory 
disease. 

2. It is caused by Parasites. 



Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

89. "Future of Work in India" survey has 
been released by: 

a) International labour organisation 

b) World Bank 

c) World Economic Forum 

d) World Intellectual Property Organization 

90. Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) has signed a Moll to work 
together for Gaganyaan with: 

(a) NASA 

(b) European space agency 

(c) German Aerospace Center 

(d) Roscosmos State Corporation 

91. Consider the following statements 
about Ganga Task Force: 

1. It is a unit of the Territorial Army 
deployed in the services of the 
Ganga. 

2. It is formed with the approval of 
Ministry of Defence and trained 
by the Defence ministry. 

3. They will be in force till December 
2020. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

92. India's and Asia's first Dolphin Research 
Centre will be set up on the banks of the 
Ganga River in which of the following state: 

(a) Jharkhand 

(b) Bihar 

(c) Uttar Pradesh 

(d) West Bengal 

93. Scientists have created tiny spheres 
that can catch and destroy Bisphenol A 
(BPA). With reference to this, Bisphenol 
A(BPA) is: 

a) Fertilizer used for crops. 

b) Type of Oil spill in ocean. 

c) Synthetic chemical used to make 
plastics. 

d) None of the above. 

94. To promote innovative cooperation 
between students of India and Russia, a 
Memorandum of Understanding was 
recently exchanged between India's Atal 
Innovation Mission (AIM) and the Russian 
Federation's SIRIUS Educational Foundation. 
With reference to this. Consider following 
statements regarding Atal Innovation 
Mission: 

1. It is Government's flagship 
initiative to promote a culture 
of innovation and 



entrepreneurship in the 
country. 

2. It was launched by the NITI 
Ayog. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

95. Consider the following statements 
choices regarding Digi Yatra initiative: 

1. It has been launched by 
ministry of civil aviation. 

2. The initiative seeks to 
promote paperless and 
hassle-free air travel. 

3. There would be one-time 
verification at the departure 
airport while travelling for the 
first time using the ID. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

96. Triumf missile systems belong to which 
of the following Country: 

(a) Russia 

(b) USA 

(c) France 

(d) Japan 

97. Consider the following statements: 

1. Assam Petrochemicals Limited 

(APL) has rolled out the country's 


first methanol-based cooking fuel 
project 

2. This is India's first step towards 
realising the concept of Methanol 
Economy which is flagship 
programme of NITI Aayog. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

98. Sahyog HOP TAC -2018 is the maiden 
joint exercise of Coast Guards of: 

(a) India and Australia 

(b) India and Vietnam. 

(c) Indian and China 

(d) India and Thailand 

99. Consider the following statements 
about Wage Compensation Scheme for 
pregnant women making news 
recently: 

1. Sikkim has become first Indian 
state to offer such scheme for 
pregnant women working in the 
tea gardens of the state. 

2. The compensation of wages to 
pregnant women will be given in 
4 instalments. 

3. The women would be given a 
maternity leave and will not be 
engaged in work from the third 
trimester of pregnancy. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 



(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

100. Operation Samudra Maitri has 
been launched in which of the 
following Country: 

(a) Bangladesh 

(b) Myanmar 

(c) Philippines 

(d) Indonesia 
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Explanation 

1. Answer (b) Only 1, 3 and 4 are 
Correct 

• It was in News because recently, the 

government has decided that Bank of 
Baroda, Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank 

shall be "amalgated" making the new 
entity India's third Largest Bank. 

• Amalgamation is the combination of 
one or more companies into a new 
entity (e.g. bank A and bank B combine 
to form a new bank C). 

• In merger one company acquires the 
other companies, (e.g. bank B acquires 
bank C and D and eventually only bank B 
shall exist). 


• Narasimham committee of 1991 had 
recommended a restructuring of Indian 
banks with 3-4 large banks that could be 
positioned as global banks and 8-10 
smaller ones with a national footprint. 

• The P J Nayak committee in 2014 
suggested that government should 
privatise or merge some PSBs. 

• In 2017, the government had 
approved the "merger" of SBI's five 
associate banks and later of the 
Bharatiya Mahila Bank (BMB) with SBI. 

• Last year, the Government had 
constituted Alternative Mechanism 
Panel headed by the Minister of Finance 
and Corporate Affairs, Arun Jaitley to 
look into merger proposals of public 
sector banks. 

a) The proposals received from 
banks for in-principle approval to 
formulate schemes of 
amalgamation will be placed 
before the Alternative 
Mechanism. 

b) A Report on the proposals cleared 
by Alternative Mechanism will be 
sent to the Cabinet every three 
months. 

c) Alternative Mechanism may also 
direct banks to examine 
proposals for amalgamation. 

d) Alternative Mechanism will 
receive inputs from Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) before according in¬ 
principle approval. 



2. Answer (d) all are Correct 
Recent banking reforms/steps taken: 

• The Government in 2016 set up an 
autonomous body called Banks Board 
Bureau (BBB) to recommend for 
selection of heads of PSBs and Financial 
Institutions and help Banks in 
developing strategies and capital raising 
plans. 

• The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC) has made it easier for banks to 
recover through liquidation of assets. 

• The government committed to Rs. 

2.11 lakh crores capital infusion in PSBs. 

• EASE - Enhanced Access and Service 
Excellence: It is a reform agenda 
focusing on six themes of customer 
responsiveness, responsible banking, 
credit offtake, PSBs as Udyami Mitra, 
deepening financial inclusion & 
digitalisation and developing personnel 
for brand PSB. 

• RBI has introduced prompt corrective 
action (PCA) framework as a measure to 
check banks' financial health. Under the 
PCA, banks are prohibited from 
distributing dividends and remitting 
profits, expanding their branch 
networks, maintaining higher provisions, 
etc. 


• The government had formed the Sunil 
Mehta Committee to look into the faster 
resolution of stressed assets. It has 
suggested five-pronged strategy to 
resolve stressed assets called Project 
Sashakt. 

3. Answer (d) all are correct 

• Recently, to check the fall of the 
rupee, the government recently 
announced specific steps to attract 
dollars and address volatility in the 
financial markets. 


4. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 

• Recently, Prime Minister on 1st 
September launched the India Post 
Payments Bank (IPPB) that offers 
doorstep banking to customers. 


a) Enabling more companies to raise 
External Commercial Borrowings 
(ECBs). 

b) Manufacturing firms can get ECBs 
up to $50 m with minimum 
maturity of 1 year as compared to 
earlier three. 

c) Removal of exposure limit of 20% 
of FPI's corporate bond portfolio 
to a single corporate group. 

d) Promotion to ease of doing 
business. 

e) Masala bonds issued in 2018-19 
exempt from withholding tax. 

f) Easing of curbs on marketing, 
underwriting of Masala bonds. 



• India Post Payments Bank has been 
incorporated as a public sector company 
under the department of posts, with 
100% government equity. Hence 
statement 1 is NOT Correct. 

• It is governed by the Reserve Bank of 
India. Hence 2 nd statement is correct 

• It started operations on 30 January, 

2017, by opening two pilot branches one 
in Jaipur and the other in Ranchi. 

• It will focus on providing banking and 
financial services to people in rural 
areas, by linking all the 1.55 lakh post 
office branches with India Post 
Payments Bank services by the end of 

2018. This will create the country's 
largest banking network with a direct 
presence at the village level. 

How IPPB is different from traditional 
banks? 

• A payments bank is a differentiated 
bank, offering a limited range of 
products. 

• It can accept deposits of up to ^ 1 lakh 
per customer. 

• Unlike traditional banks, it cannot 
issue loans and credit cards. 

• It will offer three types of savings 
accounts—regular, digital and basic—at 
an interest rate of 4% per annum. 


• It will provide doorstep banking facility 
at a charge of ^15-35 per transaction. 
The limit for doorstep banking is ^ 
10 , 000 . 

• Other payments banks that have 
started operations are Airtel Payments 
Bank Ltd, Paytm Payments Bank Ltd and 
Fino Payments Bank Ltd. 

5. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 is correct 

• Recently, Union Cabinet approved the 
National Digital Communications Policy- 
2018 (NDCP2018) and re-designated 
Telecom Commission as the "Digital 
Communications Commission". Hence 
statement 1 is INCORRECT 

• Bharat Broadband Network Limited is 

a special purpose vehicle set up under 
Companies Act by Government of India 
with an authorized capital of Rs. 1000 
Cr. It has been mandated to create the 
National Optical Fiber Network (NOFN) 
in India. A total of around 2,50,000 
Gram Panchayats spread over 6,600 
Blocks and 641 Districts are to be 
covered by laying incremental 
fiber. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT. 

• Three Mission: 

1. Connect India 

2. Propel India 

3. Secure India 

6. Answer (b) only 2 is correct. 



• Black carbon is a short-lived climate 
pollutant with a lifetime of only days to 
weeks after release in the atmosphere. 
During this short period of time, black 
carbon can have significant direct and 
indirect impacts on the climate, glacial 
regions, agriculture and human health. 
Hence statement 1 is NOT correct. 

• Black carbon is a potent climate 
warming component of particulate 
matter formed by the incomplete 
combustion of fossil fuels, wood and 
other fuels. Hence statement 2 is 
correct. 

• Recently, A recent study by the 
Dehradunbased Wadia Institute of 
Himalayan Geology (WIHG) has found 
that black carbon travelling from 
Mediterranean countries during the 
western disturbances and wind 
trajectories may be one of the 
contributing factors leading to pollution 
and receding snowline in the Himalayas 

• The high concentration of black carbon 
in January and February is not 
originating from local sources because 
life remains near standstill as almost the 
entire population in these areas 
migrates to the plains for the winter. 


• Increase in GHG gases and global 
warming has been affecting the 
ecosystem in Himalayas. 

7. Answer (b) only 1 and 3 are correct 

• The government decided to make the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 
(PMJDY) an open-ended scheme, 
meaning that it will continue 
indefinitely. 

• It is a financial inclusion program of 
Government of India that aims to 
expand and make affordable access to 
financial services such as bank accounts, 
remittances, credit, insurance and 
pensions. 

• It focuses on coverage of households 
as against the earlier plan which focused 
on coverage of villages. It focuses on 
coverage of rural as well as urban areas. 
Any individual above the age of 10 years 
can open BSBDA Account. 

• The plan envisages universal access to 
banking facilities with at least one basic 
banking account for every household, 
financial literacy, access to credit, 
insurance and pension facility. In 
addition, the beneficiaries would get 
RuPay Debit card having inbuilt accident 
insurance covers of Rs. 2 lakh. Hence 
statement 3 is correct 



• The plan also envisages channeling all 
Government benefits (from Centre / 
State / Local Body) to the beneficiary's 
accounts and pushing the Direct Benefits 
Transfer (DBT) scheme of the Union 
Government. The technological issues 
like poor connectivity, on-line 
transactions will be addressed. 

• New incentives 

• The overdraft facility has been 
doubled from Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 10,000. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• There will be no conditions attached 
for over-draft of up to Rs 2,000. Also, 
the upper age limit for availing the 
facility has been hiked to 65 from the 
earlier 60 years. 

• Accidental insurance cover for new 
RuPay Cardholders has been raised from 
Rs 1 lakh to Rs 2 lakh. Hence statement 
2 is NOT correct. 

8. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 are correct. 

• India became the first country to 
release a draft India Cooling Action Plan 
(ICAP) which focuses on Sustainable 
Cooling through Thermal Comfort for 
All. Hence both the statements are 
correct. 

• It was released on the occasion of 24th 
World Ozone Day (16 September) with 
theme this year being "Keep Cool and 


Carry on": The Montreal Protocol. Why 
India's cooling needs are a concern? 

• Despite India being a sub-tropical 
country, India's Per Capita Energy 
Consumption towards space cooling is 
69kWh, much lower than the world 
average of 272kWh. 

• Cooling is also intimately associated 
with human health, well-being and 
productivity. The need to ensure 
thermal comfort for all and access to 
cooling is even more important 
considering the tropical climate of India. 

• Cooling related energy consumption is 
a major contributor (10%) to global C02 
emissions. 

• Rising per capita income, rapid 
urbanization along with currently low 
penetration of air conditioning may 
cause India's Cooling Needs to increase 
upto 8 times by 2037-38 as compared to 
the 2017-18 baselines. 

9. Answer (b) Income support scheme 
(ISS) is not part of the Pradhan Mantri 
Annadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan' 
(PM-AASHA). It has been launched in 
Telangana in form Ryuthu Bandhu 
scheme in which a certain 
unconditional amount on per hectares 
will be provided to farmers. 



• Recently, the Union Cabinet approved 
a new umbrella scheme - 'Pradhan 
Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan 
Abhiyan' (PM-AASHA). 

About the scheme: It has three 
components complementing the existing 
schemes of the Department of Food and 
Public Distribution for procurement of 
paddy, wheat and other cereals and 
coarse grains where procurement takes 
place at MSP: 

• Price Support Scheme (PSS): Under 
this, physical procurement of pulses, 
oilseeds and copra will be done by 
Central Nodal Agencies. Besides 
National Agricultural Cooperative 
Marketing Federation of India Ltd 
(NAFED), FCI will also take up 
procurement of crops under PSS. The 
expenditure and losses due to 
procurement would be borne by the 
Centre. 

• Price Deficiency Payment Scheme 
(PDPS): This will cover all oilseeds for 
which MSP is notified and Centre will 
pay the difference between the MSP 
and actual selling/ model price to the 
farmer directly into his bank account. 
Farmers who sell their crops in 
recognized mandis within the notified 
period can benefit from it. 

• Pilot of Private Procurement and 
Stockiest Scheme (PPSS): In the case of 


oilseeds, the States will have the option 
to roll out PPSS in select districts where 
a private player can procure crops at 
MSP when market prices drop below 
MSP. The private player will then be 
compensated through a service charge 
up to a maximum of 15% of the MSP of 
the crop. 

10. Answer (b) Inequality 

• 2 nd option is wrong because the 

dimensions of MPI are: Health, 

Education and living standard 

• It was in news because: The 2018 
global Multidimensional Poverty Index 
was released by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and 
the Oxford Poverty and Human 
Development Initiative (OPHI). 

• Key findings of MPI 2018: The global 
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI)- 
2018 covers 105 countries in total, 
which are home to 75 per cent of the 
world's population, or 5.7 billion people. 

• A total of 1.34 billion people from 105 
countries are multidimensionally poor 
i.e. 23.3% of the people living in these 
countries. They are deprived in at least 
one-third of overlapping deprivations in 
health, education, and living standards, 
lacking such things as clean water, 
sanitation, adequate nutrition, or 
primary education. 



• 83% of multidimensionally poor 
people (more than 1.1 billion people) 
live in either Sub-Saharan Africa or 
South Asia. 

• Two-thirds of all MPI poor people 
(nearly 892 million) live in middle- 
income countries. 

• Multidimensional poverty is much 
more intense in rural areas than urban 
areas; globally there are 1.1 billion 
people living in multidimensional 
poverty in rural areas, compared to 0.2 
billion people living in multidimensional 
poverty in urban areas. 

• About 612 million people - 46% of 
those who are multidimensionally poor 
- live in severe poverty, that is, they are 
deprived in at least half of the weighted 
indicators in health, education, and 
living standards. Sub-Saharan Africa 
accounts for 56% of world are severely 
poor. 

• In India, 271 million people moved out 
of poverty between 2005-06 and 2015- 
16, but the country still has the largest 
number of people living in 
multidimensional poverty in the world 
(364 million people). Even so, India has 
cut its poverty rate from 55% to 28% in 
ten years. 

• After India, the countries with the 
largest number of people living in 


multidimensional poverty are Nigeria 
(97 million), Ethiopia (86 million), 
Pakistan (85 million), and Bangladesh 
(67 million). 

11. Answer (d) Bacterial infection in 
rodents and other wild and 
domesticated species. 


• Health Department has recently 
given the warning about 
leptospirosis disease in the post¬ 
flood period. 

• Leptospirosis is a bacterial 
infection in rodents and other 
wild and domesticated species. 

• It is a zoonotic disease (i.e) 
spread from animals to humans 
caused by bacteria of the genus 
Leptospira. 

• It is transmitted to humans by 
exposure through water 
contaminated by urine from 
infected animals. 

• The infection in man is contracted 
through skin abrasions and the 
mucosa of the nose, mouth and 
eyes. 

• Human-to-human transmission is 
rare. 

• In most of the cases, leptospirosis 
only causes mild flu-like 
symptoms, such as headache, 
chills and muscle pain. 

• However, in some cases the 
infection is more severe and can 
cause life-threatening problems, 
including organ failure and 
internal bleeding. 



• Severe form of leptospirosis is 
known as Weil's disease 

• It is an emerging tropical 
infectious disease. 

• Without treatment, Leptospirosis 
can lead to kidney damage, 
meningitis, liver failure, 
respiratory distress, and even 
death. 

12. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 is 
Correct. 

• Recently, Supreme Court has quoted 
that SC/ST status entitling a person to 
quotas in jobs and educational 
institutions in one state will not 
automatically continue in another when 
the person migrates, except when 
he/she goes to Delhi. Hence statement 

1 NOT is correct. 

• Reservation is governed by the 
Constitution, statutory laws and local 
rules and regulations. Hence statement 

2 is also NOT correct. 


13. Answer (d) none of the above. 

• Electronic cigarettes or e- 

cigarettes are devices that do not 

burn or use tobacco leaves but 
instead vaporize a solution, which 
a user then inhales. Hence 
statement 1 NOT is correct. 


• The main constituents of the 
solution, in addition to nicotine, 
are propylene glycol (with or 
without glycerol and flavouring 
agents). 

• ENDS are devices that heat a 
solution to create an aerosol, 
which also frequently contains 
flavours, usually dissolved into 
propylene glycolor and glycerin. 

• A number of metals, including 
lead, chromium and nickel, and 
chemicals like formaldehyde have 
been found in aerosols of some 
ENDS. 

• ENDS are not approved as NRTs 
(nicotine-replacement therapies) 
under the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act and rules made thereunder. 

Hence statement 2 is also NOT 
correct. 

• According to Global Tobacco 
Epidemic 2017 report by the 
WHO, the governments of 30 
countries like Mauritius, 

Australia, Singapore etc have 
already banned ENDS. Hence 
statement 3 is also NOT correct. 


14. Answer (d) all is Correct. 

• Recently, Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change has 
developed a National Action Plan for 
Conservation of Migratory Birds and 
their Habitats along Central Asian 
Flyway (CAF) for the period 2018-23. 


Objectives: 

• Halt and reverse decline of migratory 
birds; 

• Reduce pressure on critical habitats by 
management based on landscape 
approaches; 

• Develop capacity at multiple levels to 
anticipate and avoid threats to habitats 
and species undergoing long term 
decline; 

• Improve database and decision- 
support systems to underpin science- 
based conservation of species and 
management of habitats; 

• Sensitize stakeholders to take 
collaborative actions on securing 
habitats and species; and, 

• Support trans-boundary co-operation 
to secure migratory bird species and 
habitats in range countries. 

15. Answer (c) Soil moisture 

• Option (c) is wrong because Soil 
moisture is the factor that causes 
drought it does not have any significant 
role in Glacial Lakes Outburst Floods 
(GLOFs). 

•Recently, Disaster managers and 
scientists in Sikkim are siphoning out 


excess water from lake to prevent it 
from Glacial Lakes Outburst Floods. 

Factors: 

• Rapid slope movement into the lake 
and melting of ice incorporated in dam 
are both directly and indirectly linked to 
glacier retreat which have increased due 
to anthropogenic factors. 

• Retreat of glaciers in the wake of 
global warming increases the number of 
glacier lakes and also expand the size of 
the existing ones. 

• The radiative balance- the balance 
between the amount of energy received 
by the earth from the sun and the 
energy it emits back has changed in the 
Himalayas in recent years due to human 
activities,. This imbalance "directly or 
indirectly results in the common 
incidents of fast glacier melting, glacial 
lake outbursts floods. 

• In recent years, increasingly erratic 
and unpredictable monsoon rainfall 
patterns and increased climate 
variability have led to severe and 
frequent flood disasters. 

• The contributing human activities 
include mass tourism; developmental 
interventions such as roads and 
hydropower projects; and the practice 
of slash and burn type of farming in 



• They are thought to be the 
ancestors of the huge elliptical 
galaxies in Universe. 

• Therefore, these findings pave 
the way to understand the 
formation and evolution of such 
galaxies. 

17. Answer (c) both is Correct 

• It was in news because. East Asia 
Summit - Economic Ministers' 
Meeting (EAS-EMM) was recently 
held in Singapore. 

• The meeting was attended by 
Economic Ministers 

from 10 ASEAN countries and 
their eight dialogue partners. 

• Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
Vietnam are ASEAN members. 

• The dialogue partners are 
Australia, China, India, Japan, 
Republic of Korea, New Zealand, 
the Russian Federation and the 
United States of America. 

• It was followed by the 15th 
ASEAN Economic Ministers - India 
Consultation. 


certain pockets of the Indian Himalayan 
region. 

• Black carbon also plays important 
factor which melts the ice on the 
mountain due to albedo effect. 

• Other Factors like Cascading processes 
(flood from a lake situated upstream), 
Earthquake, Melting of ice incorporated 
in dam/forming the dam, Blocking of 
subsurface outflow tunnels, Long-term 
dam degradation also trigger GLOFS. 

16. Answer (b) only 2 is Correct 

• Astronomers have captured the 
clearest image of Monster galaxy 
using Atacama Large 
Millimeter/submillimeter Array 
(ALMA). Hence statement 1 is 
NOT correct. 

• The Gran Telescopio Canarias is 
by far the largest telescope on 
earth and measures 34 feet (or 
409 inches) across! Its home is in 
the Canary Islands of Spain. 

• The monster galaxy called as 
COSMOS-AzTEC-1 is located 12.4 
billion light-years away. 

• Monster galaxies, or starburst 
galaxies, form stars at a startling 
pace, 1000 times higher than the 
star formation rate in Milky Way 
Galaxy. 

• It has molecular clouds that are 
highly unstable and leads to 
runaway star formation. Hence 
statement 2 is correct. 


18. Answer (b) the gas is highly 
dispersed in the rock 

• Hydraulic fracturing is a technique 
used in "unconventional" gas 
production. "Unconventional" reservoirs 
can cost-effectively produce gas only by 
using a special stimulation technique, 



like hydraulic fracturing, or other special 
recovery process and technology. 

• This is often because the gas is highly 
dispersed in the rock, rather than 
occurring in a concentrated 
underground location. Hence option (b) 
is correct. 

• Unlike conventional hydrocarbons that 
can be sponged out of permeable rocks 
easily, shale gas is trapped under low 
permeable rocks. Therefore, a mixture 
of 'pressurised water, chemicals, and 
sand' (shale fluid) is required to break 
low permeable rocks in order to unlock 
the shale gas reserves. 

19. Answer (a) an innovation-based 
ranking framework for higher 
educational institutions. 

• The Ministry of Human Resource 
Development recently launched the 
Innovation Cell and Atal Ranking of 
Institutions on Innovation Achievements 
(ARIIA). Hence option (a) is correct. 

• The primary mandate of Innovation 
Cell is to encourage, inspire and nurture 
young students by exposing them to 
new ideas and processes resulting in 
innovative activities in their formative 
years fostered through Network of 
Innovation clubs in Higher Educational 
Institutions. 


• To ensure that Innovation is primary 
fulcrum of all HEIs, the 'Atal Ranking of 
Institutions on Innovation Achievements 
(ARIIA)' has been introduced to 
systematically rank education 
institutions and universities primarily on 
innovation related indicators. ARIIA 
considers all major indicators which are 
commonly used globally to rank most 
innovative education institutions/ 
universities in the world. 

20. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Nearly 16 years after Delhi's entire bus 
fleet started to run on CNG to reduce air 
pollution, authorities are now pitching 
for an even cleaner alternative, 
hydrogen-CNG (H-CNG). 

• HCNG is a vehicle fuel which is a blend 
of compressed natural gas and 
hydrogen, typically 8-50% hydrogen by 
volume. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• The Environment Pollution Prevention 
and Control Authority (EPCA) recently 
recommended to the Supreme Court 
that Delhi's buses switch to H-CNG 
within the next two or three years. 
Hence statement 2 is also correct. 

• Existing natural gas engines can be 
used with HCNG, although higher 
hydrogen blends require re-tuning of 
the engines for optimal performance. 
Studies indicate that HCNG mixtures 



with 20- 30% hydrogen by volume are 
optimal for vehicle performance and 
emissions reduction. 

21. Answer (b) Keibul Lamjao National 
Park 

• India Eld's deer or Sangai, or the brow- 
antlered deer aka dancing deer, was 
believed to be almost extinct by 1950, 
but six individuals were spotted in 1953 
and the State of Manipur has protected 
the species to increase the population to 
204. 


•Found only Manipur's Bishnupur 
district (where the Keibul Lamjao 
National Park is) — their number today 
is 260, according to a joint census 
conducted by the Forest Department 
and wildlife enthusiasts in March 2016. 
Hence option (b) is correct. 

22. Answer (c) It is a type of research 
reactor. 

• Recently, A swimming pool type 
research reactor "Apsara-upgraded" has 
become operational at Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre (BARC), Trombay 
Research reactors. Henec option (c) is 
Correct. 

• Research reactors are nuclear reactors 
used for research, radioisotope 
production, education, training etc. 


• Research reactors are simpler than 
power reactors and operate at lower 
temperatures. • Like power reactors, 
the core needs cooling and usually a 
moderator is used to slow down the 
neutrons. 

• They produce neutrons for use in 
industry, medicine, agriculture, 
forensics, etc which is their main 
function. Hence most research reactors 
also need a reflector to reduce neutron 
loss from the core. 

• Research reactors are the back bone of 
a country's Nuclear Programme. 

• Currently Apsara-u, Dhruva and kamini 
are the research reactors operational in 
India. 

About Apsara-U: 

• It has been made indigenously. 

• It is the upgraded version of "Apsara", 
the first research reactor in Asia which 
had become operational in 1956 and 
was shut down in 2009. 

• It uses plate type dispersion fuel 
elements made of Low Enriched 
Uranium (LEU). 

• Owing to higher neutron flux, this 
reactor will increase indigenous 
production of radio-isotopes for medical 
application by about 50%. 



• It would also be used for research in 
nuclear physics, material science and 
radiation shielding. 

23. Answer (a) Only 1 is correct. 

• The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) recently launched 
the Polarimetry Doppler Weather Radar 
at Satish Dhawan Space Centre, 
Sriharikota. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• ICESat-2 (recently launched by NASA) 
data will help researchers narrow that 
range of possibilities to forecast sea 
level rise with greater certainty, allowing 
communities to be better prepared. 
Hence statement 2 is NOT correct. 

• The Polarimetry Doppler Weather 
Radar provides advanced information, 
enhances the lead-time essential for 
saving lives and property in the event of 
a natural disaster associated with severe 
weather. 

a) The severity of the weather 
systems can be quantitatively 
estimated more accurately and 
more precise advanced warnings 
can be generated for saving 
human lives and property. 

b) While conventional radars are 
able to track and predict 
cyclones, the Doppler Weather 
Radar provides detailed 
information on a storm's internal 
wind flow and structure. 


c) The polarimetric capability of the 
radar will significantly improve 
the accuracy of rainfall estimation 
leading to accurate and timely 
flash flood warnings, according to 
ISRO's earlier release. 

• The radar has been indigenously 
developed by Bharat Electronics Ltd 
(BEL), Bengaluru. 

• It is the seventh radar of such type 
manufactured in the country under 
"Make in India". 

24. Answer (a) only 1 and 2 is correct 

• The Supreme Court unanimously 
struck down Section 497 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) that makes adultery a 
punishable offence. Court's Stand 

• Supreme Court held that the 158-year- 
old law was unconstitutional and fell 
afoul of Article 21 (Right to life and 
personal liberty) and Article 14 (Right to 
equality). It destroys and deprives 
women of dignity and offends sexual 
freedom of women. Hence statement 1 
is correct. 

• Mere adultery can't be a crime unless 
it attracts the scope of Section 306 
(abetment to suicide) of the IPC. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

•It can be ground for civil issues 
including dissolution of marriage but it 



cannot be a criminal offence. Hence 
statement 3 is NOT correct. 

• Equality is the governing principle of a 
system and husband is not the master of 
the wife. Women must be treated with 
equality and any discrimination shall 
invite the wrath of Constitution. Section 
497 IPC which deals with Adultery is 
absolutely manifestly arbitrary. 

• The apex court also declared Section 
198(1) and 198(2) of the CrPC, which 
allows a husband to bring charges 
against the man with whom his wife 
committed adultery, unconstitutional. 

25. Answer (c) only 1 and 3 is correct. 

• In Navtej Singh Johar v/s Union of 
India case the 5 judges Constitutional 
Bench, headed by Chief Justice declared 
the parts of Section 377 of the IPC 
unconstitutional thus decriminalizing 
homosexuality. 

• The ruling declares that Section 377 
violates Articles 14,15 and 21(Not 
Article 19) insofar as it penalises any 
consensual sexual relationship between 
two adults in private, be it homosexual, 
heterosexual, lesbian or transgender 
persons. Hence 2 nd point is wrong. 

• Provisions of Section 377 remain 
applicable in cases of nonconsensual 
carnal intercourse with adults, all acts of 


carnal intercourse with minors, and acts 
of bestiality. 

26. Answer (c) Basic Exchange and 
Cooperation Agreement 

• Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement is the agreement that has 
not been signed between India and USA 
yet. 

• "India and the U.S on recently signed 
the bilateral Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) 
that will give the militaries of both 
countries access to each other's facilities 
for supplies and repairs" 

• COMCASA is one of the four 
'foundational agreements' that the U.S. 
has entered into with India. 

• So India has signed three of the four, 
the other two being GSOMIA (back in 
2002) and LEMOA (2016). 

27. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Recently more than 30 organizations 
from across the world including India's 
Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting have come together to 
form a global media compact. It is an 
initiative of the United Nations, in 
collaboration with the UN Foundation. 
Hence statement 1 is Correct. 

• It is aimed at advancing awareness 
regarding Sustainable Development 


Goals (SDGs) to be achieved by 2030. 

Hence statement 2 is also correct. 

• It seeks to inspire organizations 
around the world to create content 
partnerships with the UN and leverage 
their resources and creative talent to 
advance the Goals. 

• It will ensure accountability in the 
Governments across the world to make 
efforts for achieving the sustainable 
Goals target by 2030. 

28. Answer (b) UAE 

• It is a Space mission by UAE 
which planned to send an 
unmanned probe to orbit Mars by 
2021. 

• It has become the first Arab 
Country to do so. 

• The hope spacecraft will be a 
compact, hexagonal section 
spacecraft weighing approx. 1500 
kg. 

• The launching of the spacecraft is 
going to be coincided with the 
50 th anniversary of the founding 
of the UAE. 

29. Answer (c) only 3 is correct 

• India has the third largest HIV-infected 
population with an estimated 2 million 
people. The country aims to decrease 
new infections by 75 per cent between 


2010 and 2020 and eliminate AIDS by 
2030. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT. 

Features 

• Prohibition of Discrimination- It lists 
various grounds on which discrimination 
against HIV positive persons and those 
living with them are prohibited. These 
include the denial, termination, 
discontinuation or unfair treatment with 
regard to employment, education, 
health care, residing or renting property, 
standing for public or private office, and 
insurance. 

a) The requirement for HIV testing 
as a pre-requisite for obtaining 
employment or accessing health 
care or education is prohibited. 
Hence statement 1 is 
INCORRECT. 

b) It prohibits individuals from 
publishing information or 
advocating feelings of hatred 
against HIV positive persons and 
those living with them. 

• Informed consent- No HIV-affected 
person can be subject to medical 
treatment, medical interventions or 
research without informed consent. 
Further, no HIV positive woman, who is 
pregnant, can be subjected to 
sterilisation or abortion without her 
consent. 

• Guidelines for testing centres- No HIV 
test shall be conducted or performed by 


any testing or diagnostic centre or 
pathology laboratory or blood bank, 
unless such centre or laboratory or 
blood bank follows the guidelines laid 
down for such test 

• Disclosure of HIV status- No person is 
compelled to disclose his HIV status 
except by an order of the court. A 
breach of violation attracts a jail 
sentence of up to two years or a fine of 
up to Rs 1 lakh, or both. Every 
establishment is obligated to keep HIV- 
related information protected. Every 
HIV-positive person is compelled to take 
reasonable precautions to prevent the 
transmission of HIV to other persons. 

• Confidentiality of data- Every 
establishment keeping the records of 
HIV-related information of protected 
persons shall adopt data protection 
measures in accordance with the 
guidelines to ensure that such 
information is protected from 
disclosure. Hence statement 3 is 
correct. 

• Central and State Government to take 
measures- The state and Centre shall 
take all such measures for prevention of 
spread of HIV or AIDS, in accordance 
with the guidelines and must make 
diagnostic facilities, anti-retroviral 
therapy and opportunistic infection 
management available to all HIV- 


infected people and ensure wide 
dissemination of the same. 

• Welfare Measures & protection of 
children- Apart from facilitating better 
access to welfare chemes to affected 
persons the governmentshall also take 
appropriate steps to protect the 
property of children affected by HIV or 
AIDS for the protection of property of 
child affected by HIV or AIDS. A person 
between the age of 12 to 18 years who 
is mature in managing the affairs of his 
HIV or AIDS affected family shall be 
competent to act as a guardian of 
another sibling below 18 years of age. 

• Isolation of Person- It prohibits 
isolation of segregation of an HIV¬ 
positive person. Every HIV-positive 
person has the right to reside in a 
shared household and use facilities in a 
non-discriminatory manner. 

• Ombudsmen- Every state has to 
appoint one or more Ombudsmen to 
inquire into violations of the provisions 
of the Act. Within 30 days of receiving a 
complaint, the Ombudsman is required 
to pass an order as he deems fit. Failing 
to comply with the orders of the 
Ombudsman attracts a penalty of up to 
Rs 10,000 

30. Answer (c) Israel 



• The Embassy of India held a ceremony 
in Haifa to mark the Centenary of the 
Battle of Haifa when on 23 Sep 1918, 
Indian soldiers from the Jodhpur, 
Mysore and Hyderabad Lancers 
liberated the city of Haifa. 

• Haifa: It is third largest city in lsrael.lt 
is home to the Baha'i World Centre, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and a 
destination for Baha'i pilgrims (one of 
the religious group in Israel). The Indian 
cavalry brigades fighting under the 
leadership of British General Edmund 
Allenby helped liberate Haifa from the 
clutches of the Turkish-German forces 
inn 1918 

• In World War I the Indian Army 
(alongside Britain) fought against the 
German Empire on the Western Front, 
in East Africa, Mesopotamia, Egypt and 
Gallipoli. 

• The Indian Army was the largest 
volunteer force in the world, which 
provided 1.5 million troops to serve 
overseas from regions such as the 
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Tamil Nadu and Bihar. Of these men, 
around 50,000 died, 65,000 were 
wounded, and 10,000 were reported 
missing, while 98 Indian army nurses 
were killed. 

31. Answer- (d) Maharashtra 


• The world's largest dome has been 
inaugurated at the Maharashtra 
Institute of Technology (MIT)'s World 
Peace University (MIT-WPU) campus at 
Loni Kalbhor on the occasion of the 
150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

•The World Peace Monument dome has 
a diameter of 160 feet, compared with 
the Vatican Dome's 139.6 feet, and 
stands 263 feet tall with a bell hanging 
from the centre, and the prayer hall is of 
around 30,000 sq ft. 

•It is supported by 24 massive columns, 
each 63 feet tall, at the periphery of the 
dome and underneath — inside and 
outside — stand imposing bronze 
statues of 54 of the biggest names in 
world history stand, irrespective of 
nationality or religion. 

•The dome is built atop the MIT World 
Peace Library and the World Peace 
Prayer Hall, which are named after the 
13th century poet-saint and philosopher 
Dnyaneshwar — a pivotal figure of the 
Bhakti movement in Maharashtra. 

32. Answer (b) 2 and 3 only 

• First statement is wrong because It is 
given by UNESCO. 

•Geological Survey of India has chosen 
heritage locations in Maharashtra and 
Karnataka for UNESCO Global Geopark 
Network status. The Geopark tag is akin 



to that of a 'World Heritage Site' for 
historical monuments that can bring 
India's famed geological features to the 
global stage. 

•The sites chosen are- Lonar Lake in 
Maharashtra and St. Mary's Island and 
Malpe beach in coastal Karnataka are 
the GSI's candidates for UNESCO Global 
Geopark Network status. 

/ Global Geopark: 

•UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, 
unified geographical areas where sites 
and landscapes of international 
geological significance are managed 
with a holistic concept of protection, 
education and sustainable development. 
•Their bottom-up approach of 
combining conservation with sustainable 
development while involving local 
communities is becoming increasingly 
popular. At present, there are 140 
UNESCO Global Geoparks in 38 
countries. 

•An aspiring Global Geopark must have 
a dedicated website, a corporate 
identity, comprehensive management 
plan, protection plans, finance, and 
partnerships for it to be accepted. 

/Once a UNESCO Global Geopark, 
always a UNESCO Global Geopark? 

•No, a UNESCO Global Geopark is given 


this designation for a period of four 
years after which the functioning and 
quality of each UNESCO Global Geopark 
is thoroughly re-examined during a 
revalidation process. 

•As part of the revalidation process, the 
UNESCO Global Geopark under review 
has to prepare a progress report and a 
field mission will be undertaken by two 
evaluators to revalidate the quality of 
the UNESCO Global Geopark. If, on the 
basis of the field evaluation report, the 
UNESCO Global Geopark continues to 
fulfil the criteria the area will continue 
as a UNESCO Global Geopark for a 
further four-year period (so-called 
"green card"). 

•If the area no longer fulfils the criteria, 
the management body will be informed 
to take appropriate steps within a two- 
year period (so-called "yellow card"). 
Should the UNESCO Global Geopark not 
fulfil the criteria within two years after 
receiving a "yellow card", the area will 
lose its status as a UNESCO Global 
Geopark (so-called "red card"). 

/ What is the Global Geoparks 
Network? 

•The Global Geoparks Network (GGN), 
of which membership is obligatory for 
UNESCO Global Geoparks, is a legally 
constituted not-for-profit organisation 
with an annual membership fee. The 



GGN was founded in 2004 and is a 
dynamic network where members are 
committed to work together and 
exchange ideas of best practise and join 
in common projects to raise the quality 
standards of all products and practises 
of a UNESCO Global Geopark. While the 
GGN as a whole comes together every 
two years, it functions through the 
operation of regional networks, such as 
the European Geoparks Network that 
meets twice a year to develop and 
promote joint activities. 

✓ Difference between UNESCO Global 
Geoparks, Biosphere Reserves and 
World Heritage Sites: 

•UNESCO Global Geoparks, together 
with the other two UNESCO site 
designations Biosphere Reserves and 
World Heritage Sites, give a complete 
picture of celebrating our heritage while 
at the same time conserving the world's 
cultural, biological and geological 
diversity, and promoting sustainable 
economic development. 

•While Biosphere Reserves focus on the 
harmonised management of biological 
and cultural diversity and World 
Heritage Sites promote the conservation 
of natural and cultural sites of 
outstanding universal value, UNESCO 
Global Geoparks give international 
recognition for sites that promote the 


importance and significance of 
protecting the -Earth's geodiversity 
through actively engaging with the local 
communities. 

•In case an aspiring UNESCO Global 
Geopark includes a World Heritage Site 
or Biosphere Reserve, a clear 
justification and evidence has to be 
provided on how UNESCO Global 
Geopark status will add value by being 
both independently branded and in 
synergy with the other designations. 

/Some facts: 

•Lonar lake is an ancient circular lake 
created by a meteorite strike in 
Maharashtra. It is the only known 
meteorite crater in basaltic rock. Lonar 
crater became a geo-heritage site in 
1979. It is relatively young geologically, 
at just 50,000 years old. 

•Mary's Island, declared a national geo¬ 
heritage site in 1975, is estimated to be 
an 88-million-year-old formation that 
goes back to a time when Greater India 
broke away from Madagascar. 

33. Answer a) India and Russia 

•The second edition of Exercise 
Aviaindra, a Biennial Air Force level 
exercise between Indian and the 



Russian Federation, was held recently in 
Russia. 

•The aim of the exercise was to 
formulate and validate use of airpower 
in anti-terrorist operation in a bilateral 
scenario. It also includes simulator 
training. The exercise included briefing 
on Aerospace safety and anti-terrorist 
air operations. 

34. Answer c) India and France 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi (India) 

and French President Emmanuel 
Macron (France) jointly awarded 2018 
Champions of the Earth award, UN's 
highest environmental honour 
including including Macron's work on 
the Global Pact for the Environment 
and Modi's unprecedented pledge to 
eliminate all single-use plastic in India 
by 2022. 

•Cochin International Airport has also 
been honoured this year with the 
award for Entrepreneurial Vision, for its 
leadership in the use of sustainable 
energy. 

•They were chosen in Policy Leadership 
category of the award for their 
pioneering work in championing 
International Solar Alliance (ISA) and 

promoting new areas of levels of 
cooperation on environmental action. 


✓ Champions of the Earth Award: 

•The Champions of the Earth award, the 
UN's highest environmental recognition, 
was founded in 2005. 

•The award celebrates exceptional 
figures from the public and private 
sectors and from civil society, whose 
actions have had a transformative 
positive impact on the environment. 
•The award also recognises the efforts 
for promoting new areas of levels of 
cooperation on environmental action. 

35. Answer (a) Grant of Security 
Clearance. 

• The Government has launched an 
online 'e-Sahaj' portal for grant of 
Security Clearance. The portal will 
facilitate an applicant to submit 
application online and also to view the 
status of his application from time to 
time. 

/ About Security clearances: 

•MHA is the nodal Ministry for security 
clearances in certain sensitive sectors 
before issue of licence/permit, 
permission, contract etc, to companies/ 
bidders/individuals by the 
administrative Ministry. 

•The objective of national security 
clearance is to evaluate potential 
security threats, including economic 
threats, and provide risk assessment 



before clearing investment and project 
proposals in key sectors. 

•The aim is to strike a healthy balance 
between meeting the imperatives of 
national security and facilitating ease of 
doing business and promoting 
investment in the country. 

/ Nipun scheme: It Aims To Provide 
Online Training And Information To 
Personnel Of Delhi Police 

/ Arunachal Suraksha App: To Help 
People Find Nearest Police Station 

/ Ombudsman Scheme: For promoting 
the level of trust and customer 
confidence. 

36. Answer (d) All of the above 

•It's was in news because based on a 
proposal made by AFD in 2015, the 

European Union has agreed to provide 
funds of Euro 3.5 million through the 
AFD to contribute to specific 
investments and technical assistance 
components within the Mobilise Your 
City (MYC) programme in India. 

/ About Mobilise Your City (MYC): 

•MobiliseYourCity (MYC) is a global 
climate initiative for integrated urban 
mobility planning, and one of 15 
international transport initiatives of the 
UN Global Climate Action Agenda 


(GCAA). 

•Mobilise Your City (MYC) is part of an 
international initiative which is 
supported by the French and the 
German Governments and was launched 
at 21st Conference of Parties (COP21) 
meeting in December, 2015. 

•The MYC is an initiative combining 
urban mobility objectives and climate 
considerations. It aims at providing 
solutions in a fully integrated manner, 
analysing different modes of 
transportation within the urban fabric, 
with the objective of providing people 
long-term, sustainable, adequate, 
reliable and cost-efficient transportation 
opportunities. 

•The project seeks to back 100 cities 
worldwide in three years, which are 
engaged in sustainable urban mobility 
planning to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

•In India, the MYC aims at supporting 
three pilot cities viz. Nagpur, Kochi and 
Ahmedabad in their efforts to reduce 
their Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions 
related to urban transport by 
implementing urban mobility plans at 
local level and to help India at national 
level to improve their sustainable 
transport policy. 

•The three pilot cities selected under 
the programme as well as MoHUA will 
benefit from the Technical Assistance 
activities. 



/The main components of the 
proposed assistance are: 

•To support planning and 
implementation of sustainable urban 
transport projects. 

•Support to strengthening institutional 
capacity for regulating, steering and 
planning urban mobility. 

•Learning and exchange formats with 
other cities across India for exchanges 
on best practices. 

37. Answer (b) Ministry of Finance 

• Department of Financial Services 
(DFS), Ministry of Finance will release 
an Annual Financial Inclusion Index 
(FM). 

• The single composite index gives a 
snapshot of level of financial inclusion 
that would guide Macro Policy 
perspective. 

•The index will be a measure of access 
and usage of a basket of formal financial 
products and services that includes 
savings, remittances, credit, insurance 
and pension products. 

/The index will have three 
measurement dimensions: 

•Access to financial services. 


•Usage of financial services. 

•Quality. 

38. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• The 21st Central Zonal Council 
meeting was held in Lucknow and was 

chaired by Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh. 

•The Council discussed various issues 
including road transport, Pradhan 
Mantri Gramin SadakYojana, measures 
to tackle Naxal violence, modernization 
of Police, infrastructure development of 
airports, minimum support price, 
National health mission and issues 
related to primary schools. 

/What are zonal councils? 

•Zonal councils have been established 
by the Parliament to promote 
interstate cooperation and 
coordination. They are statutory bodies 
established under the States 
Reorganisation Act 1956 and not 
constitutional bodies. They are only 
deliberative and advisory bodies. 

/There are 5 five Zonal councils 
namely: 

•The Northern Zonal Council, 

comprising the States of Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, National Capital 
Territory of Delhi and Union Territory of 



Chandigarh. 

•The Central Zonal Council, comprising 
the States of Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 

•The Eastern Zonal Council, comprising 
the States of Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, 
and West Bengal. 

•The Western Zonal Council, comprising 
the States of Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra 
and the Union Territories of Daman & 

Diu and Dadra & Nagar Haveli. 

•The Southern Zonal Council is 
composed of Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Telangana and the Union Territory of 
Puducherry. 

/ Composition: 

•Chairman -The Union Home Minister 
is the Chairman of each of these 
Councils. 

•Vice Chairman - The Chief Ministers of 
the States included in each zone act as 
Vice-Chairman of the Zonal Council for 
that zone by rotation, each holding 
office for a period of one year at a time. 
•Members- Chief Minister and two 
other Ministers as nominated by the 
Governor from each of the States and 
two members from Union Territories 
included in the zone. 

•Advisers- One person nominated by 
the Planning Commission (which has 
been replaced by NITI Ayog now) for 
each of the Zonal Councils, Chief 


Secretaries and another 
officer/Development Commissioner 
nominated by each of the States 
included in the Zone. 

•Union Ministers are also invited to 
participate in the meetings of Zonal 
Councils depending upon necessity. 

/The main objectives of setting up of 
Zonal Councils are: 

•Bringing out national integration. 
•Arresting the growth of acute State 
consciousness, regionalism, linguism and 
particularistic tendencies. 

•Enabling the Centre and the States to 
co-operate and exchange ideas and 
experiences. 

•Establishing a climate of co-operation 
amongst the States for successful and 
speedy execution of development 
projects. 

39. Answer b) Ministry of home affairs 

•The Bureau of Police Research and 
Development (BPR&D), under Ministry 
of Home Affairs is organising the First 
ever Regional Conference at Shimla on 
'Women in Detention and Access to 
Justice' in collaboration with the Prison 
Department, Himachal Pradesh. 

/Objectives of the conference: 



•This conference is organised with a 
view to provide a platform for the prison 
personnel of all ranks at the national 
level to share their candid views on 
various operational as well as 
administrative issues not only with their 
counterparts, but also with other 
experts of national repute in this field. 
•The conference also seeks to identify 
best practices and standards in the 
working of Correctional Administration 
to meet new challenges in the present 
day's context to bring out prison 
reforms in objective terms. 

•This event would also promote 
research and developmental activities 
on the functioning of the Correctional 
Administration across the country on 
the one hand and nudge to develop a 
scientific approach among the various 
Correctional Administration in a 
professional manner. 

40. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• The Employee's State Insurance (ESI) 
has approved a scheme named 'Atal 
Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojna' for Insured 
Persons (IP) covered under the 
Employees' State Insurance Act, 1948. 

✓ Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojna: 

• It aims to financially support those 
who lost their jobs or rendered jobless 
for whatsoever reasons due to 


changing employment pattern. 

•Its beneficiaries will be insured 
persons covered under Employees' 
State Insurance Act, 1948 for period of 
two years continuously. 

/Key features: 

•Cash assistance: Under the scheme, 

relief will be payable in cash directly to 
bank account of insured persons in case 
of unemployment. 

•This financial assistance will be given to 
insured persons even while they search 
for new engagement. Beneficiary 
insured workers will be paid money, 
from their own contribution towards ESI 
scheme, in cash through bank account 
transfer. 

•Under this scheme, workers will be 
able to draw 47% of their total 
contributions towards ESIC after 
remaining unemployed for at least three 
months from date of leaving their 
previous jobs. They can choose to 
receive the cash at one go or in 
instalments. It will be applicable to all 
factories and establishments employing 
at least 10 workers. 

/ About ESI: 

•ESI is self-financing social security and 
health insurance scheme for Indian 



workers. 

•It is autonomous corporation by 
statutory creation under Ministry of 
Labour and Employment, Government 
of India. 

• It is managed by Employees' State 
Insurance Corporation (ESIC) according 
to rules and regulations stipulated there 
in the ESI Act 1948. 

41. Answer a) Andhra Pradesh 

•The government of Andhra Pradesh 
has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with California- 
based Hyperloop Transportation 
Technologies (HTT) to develop India's 
first Hyperloop route in the state. 

•The proposed route for the Hyperloop 
between the city centers of Vijaywada 
and Amaravati could potentially turn a 
trip of more than one hour into a 6 
minute ride. 

•The project will use a Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) model with funding 
primarily from private investors. 

• Hyperloop Transportation 
Technologies (HTT) was in news 
because Hyperloop Transportation 
Technologies Inc. has unveiled its 
world's first full-scale passenger 
capsule in Spain. 

•The capsule is 105 feet (32 meters) 
long and weighs 5 tons. Named as the 


Quintero One, the product is made 
almost entirely out of composite 
material. 

42. Answer (d) 1 and 2 only 

•Third statement is wrong because 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the 
Government of India have signed a $150 
million Loan Agreement to establish a 
Global Skills Park (GSP) in Madhya 
Pradesh. 

/ About the Global Skills Park (GSP): 

•It will be the First Multi-Skills Park in 
India, to enhance the quality of 
Technical and Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) System in the State and 
create a more skilled workforce. 

•The Project will engage international 
TVET partners to support advanced 
training at the GSP who will bring global 
best practices in TVET management, 
training infrastructure, industry 
cooperation, and quality assurance. 

•The GSP campus will consist of core 
Advanced Training Institutes including 
the Center for Occupational Skills 
Acquisition and the Center for Advanced 
Agricultural Training as well as other 
support services focusing on 
entrepreneurship, training of trainers, 
and skill-related research. 

•The campus will have training facilities 
focusing on skills for manufacturing, 



service, and advanced agricultural jobs, 
benefitting about 20,000 trainees and 
trainers. 

• 43. Answer d) Madhya Pradesh 

• The Union Cabinet has approved the 
establishment of National Institute of 
Mental Health Rehabilitation (NIMHR) 
in Sehore District in Madhya Pradesh. 

•NIMHR will be the first of its kind in the 
country in the area of mental health 
rehabilitation. It will serve as an 
institution of excellence for capacity 
building in human resource and research 
in the area of mental health 
rehabilitation, and also recommending 
body suggesting models/protocols for 
effective rehabilitation of persons with 
mental illness. 

44. Answer (a) 1 only 

• Second statement is wrong it has 
been launched by Small Industries 
Development Bank of India (SIDBI) on 

the occasion of Birth Anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

• The campaign has been launched in 
115 Aspirational Districts identified by 
NITI Aayog in 28 States. 

About the Campaign: 

•The campaign would create and 
strengthen cadre of more than 800 


trainers to provide entrepreneurship 
training to the aspiring youths across 
these districts thus encouraging them to 
enter the admired segment of 
entrepreneurs. 

•SIDBI has partnered with CSC e- 
Governance Services India Limited, a 
Special Purpose Vehicle, (CSC SPV) set 
up by the Ministry of Electronics & IT, 
Govt, of India for implementing the 
campaign through their CSCs. 

/ The objectives of the missionary 
campaign include: 

•To inspire rural youth in aspirational 
districts to be entrepreneurs by assisting 
them to set up their own enterprise. 

•To impart trainings through digital 
medium across the country. 

•To create business opportunities for 
CSC VLEs. 

•To focus on women aspirants in these 
aspirational districts to encourage 
women entrepreneurship. 

•To assist participants to become 
bankable and avail credit facility from 
banks to set up their own enterprise. 

✓ About SIDBI: 

•Small Industries Development Bank of 
India (SIDBI) was set up on 2nd April 
1990 under an Act of Parliament. 



•It acts as the Principal Financial 
Institution for Promotion, Financing and 
Development of the Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprise (MSME) sector as 
well as for coordination of functions of 
institutions engaged in similar activities. 

45. Answer b) less polluting 
firecrackers. 

• "CSIR scientists have developed Less 
Polluting Firecrackers which are not 
only environment friendly but 15-20 % 
cheaper than the conventional ones". 

•These crackers have been named as 

safe water releaser (SWAS), safe 
minimal aluminium (SAFAL) and safe 
thermite cracker (STAR). 

•Green crackers are so named because 
they do not contain harmful chemicals 
that would cause air pollution. 

• STAR eliminates usage of Potassium 
nitrate and sulphur. 

•SAFAL has less usage of aluminum as 

compared to commercial crackers. 

•The firecrackers have a unique 
property of releasing water vapour. 

46. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• 21 countries in the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA) recently adopted 
the Delhi Declaration on Renewable 


Energy in the Indian Ocean Region. The 
declaration was the outcome of the 2nd 
IORA Renewable Energy Ministerial 
Meeting. 

✓ The Delhi declaration on Renewable 
Energy in the Indian Ocean Region: 

•It calls for collaboration among IORA 
member states in meeting the growing 
demand for renewable energy in the 
Indian Ocean littorals, development of a 
common renewable energy agenda for 
the Indian Ocean region and promote 
regional capacity building. 

•The declaration also calls for 
promotion of technology development 
and transfer, strengthening of public 
private partnerships in renewable 
energy and collaboration among IORA 
member states and the member 
nations of the International Solar 
Alliance (ISA). 

• IORA member countries resolved to 
collaborate with the International 
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). 

• As per the declaration adopted, IORA 
member nations will also collaborate 
with the ISA member nations to 
exchange knowledge and share views 
and potential interests in the 
renewable energy sector. 

•Additionally, IORA member nations 
and IRENA will undertake the 



expansion of the Global Renewable 
Energy Atlas, the world's largest-ever 
joint renewable resource data project, 
coordinated by IRENA, thereby creating 
the Indian Ocean region's first and 
most comprehensive map and database 
which can then be used to tap the 
sizable renewable energy potential of 
the region. 

47. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

•India along with 23 other nations 

participated in this major Indian ocean¬ 
wide tsunami mock drill which involves 
evacuation of thousands of people from 
coastal areas in over half a dozen coastal 
states. 

•This tsunami warning exercise is being 
organised by the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of 
UNESCO. 

•It was the IOC that coordinated the 
setting up of the Indian Ocean Tsunami 
Warning and Mitigation System 
(IOTWMS) in the aftermath of December 
2004 tsunami. 

/Objective: 

•Besides testing the standard operating 
procedure (SOP) and communication 
links at all levels of the warning chain, a 
primary objective of IOWavel8 exercise 
is to enhance tsunami preparedness at 


community level. 

•The purpose of exercise is to increase 
tsunami preparedness, evaluate 
response capabilities in each state and 
improve coordination throughout the 
region. 

/ About the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (IOC): 

•UNESCO's Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) 
promotes international cooperation and 
coordinates programmes in marine 
research, services, observation systems, 
hazard mitigation, and capacity 
development to understand and 
manage the resources of the ocean and 
coastal areas. 

•The Commission aims to improve the 
governance, management, institutional 
capacity, and decision-making processes 
of its Member States with respect to 
marine resources and climate variability. 
•IOC coordinates ocean observation and 
monitoring through the Global Ocean 
Observing System (GOOS) which aims to 
develop a unified network providing 
information on the oceans. 

•IOC also coordinates and fosters the 
establishment of regional 
intergovernmental tsunami warning and 
mitigation systems in the Pacific and 
Indian Oceans, in the North East 



Atlantic, Mediterranean and Caribbean 
seas. 

48. Answer a) Suggesting reform for 
Prison 

• It was in news because The Supreme 
Court constituted a three member 
committee headed by former SC Judge 
Justice Amitava Roy to look into issues 
of reforms in prison administration and 
prison management. 

/ Terms of reference: 

•The committee's duties will include 
looking into the problems of jails across 
the country including overcrowding in 
prisons, issue of human rights of 
prisoners and issues concerning women 
prisoners languishing in cells for years. 
•After studying the problems, the 
committee would be required to suggest 
measures to deal with them. 

/Other committee 

•Abid Hussain Committee: On Small 
Scale Industries. 

•Athreya Committee: Restructuring Of 
IDBI. 

•Bhurelal Committee : Increase In 
Motor Vehicle Tax. 

49. Answer (b) 2 and 3 only 


• First statement is not correct because 

The Government is implementing DAY- 
NRLM across the country in all States 
and Union Territories except Delhi and 
Chandigarh. 

• It was in news because the Union 
Cabinet has approved the extension of 
timeline for implementation of the 
Special Package under Deendayal 
Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural 
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) for 
Jammu & Kashmir for another period of 
one year during 2018-19. 

• The Cabinet also approved allocation 
of funds to the State under DAY-NRLM 
on a need basis for implementation of 
the Special Package without linking it 
with poverty ratio. 

/ About Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana 
- National Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(DAY-NRLM): 

•The Government is implementing DAY- 
NRLM across the country in all States 
and Union Territories (except Delhi and 
Chandigarh). 

•The financial support under the 
programme is mainly in the form of 
Revolving Fund and Community 
Investment Funds, given as grants to the 
Self Help Groups (SHGs) and their 
federations. 

•DAY-NRLM also focuses on bank 



linkage of the institutions. 

•The programme has a special focus on 
women empowerment including a 
dedicated component for promoting 
farm and non-farm based livelihoods for 
women farmers in rural areas. 

•In addition, start-up enterprises at 
village levels are also supported to 
promote entrepreneurial activities in 
those areas. 

50. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

•It was in news because Cabinet 
approves continuation of Capacity 
Development Scheme for the period 
2017-18 to 2019-20. 

/ About the Capacity Development 
Scheme: 

•The Capacity Development Scheme is 
an Ongoing Central Sector Scheme of 
MoSPI. 

•The overall objective of the scheme is 
to augment infrastructural, technical as 
well as manpower resources for making 
available credible and timely Official 
Statistics for policy makers and public at 
large. 

/The major ongoing activities under 
the Capacity Development Scheme, 
include: 


•Augmenting resources for bringing out 
important statistical products, such as 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP), Statistical 
classifications, etc. 

•Conducting various Socio-Economic 
surveys, capacity building and 
strengthening statistical coordination, 
and improving IT infrastructure. 
•Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), a 
continuous survey to assess quarterly 
labour data in urban areas and annual 
labour data for the whole country 
(urban and rural areas). 

•For better statistical coverage of 
sectors/areas, three new surveys have 
been taken up under the Capacity 
Development Scheme, namely, Time 
Use Survey (TUS), Annual Survey of 
Service Sector Enterprises (ASSSE), and 
Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector 
Enterprises (ASUSE). 

/The Capacity Development Scheme 
has two Sub-schemes: 

• Economic Census: listing of all non- 
agricultural establishments is 
undertaken periodically, which forms 
the basis for conducting detailed socio¬ 
economic surveys. The last (61) 

Economic Census was conducted during 
January, 2013 to April, 2014 and the 
Government now aims to conduct the 



Census once every three years in future. 

•The SSS Sub-scheme: to strengthen 
State/ Sub-State level statistical 
systems/ infrastructure to facilitate 
development of a robust national 
system. Funds are released to States/ 
UTs for this purpose after detailed 
examination of their proposals. 

51. Answer (a) Sikkim 

• It was in News because Sikkim has 
been awarded UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation's (FAO) Future Policy Gold 
Award (Gold Prize) for its achievement 
in becoming the world's first totally 
organic agriculture state. 

• Sikkim became the first fully organic 
state of India in 2016. 

/ Future Policy Gold Award: 

• The prizes, nicknamed the "Oscar for 
best policies", honour exceptional 
policies adopted by political leaders 
who have decided to act, no longer 
accepting widespread hunger, poverty 
or environmental degradation. 

• Previously it was honoured for policies 
combating desertification, violence 
against women and girls, nuclear 
weapons and pollution of the oceans. 

52. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 


• Second statement is wrong because 
BepiColombo is a joint mission between 
ESA and the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA), executed 
under ESA leadership^ NOT NASA) 

• European Space Agency's (Esa) first 
mission to Mercury- BepiColombo has 
been launched. 

•It will then make a 5.2bn mile (8.5bn 
km) journey over seven years to reach 
its destination by 2025. 

• The mission comprises two 
spacecraft: the Mercury Planetary 
Orbiter (MPO) and the Mercury 
Magnetospheric Orbiter (MMO). The 
MPO will study the surface and internal 
composition of the planet and the MMO 
will study Mercury's magnetosphere, 
that is, the region of space around the 
planet that is influenced by its magnetic 
field. 

/ Significance: 

• Mercury is a poorly explored planet. 

So far, only two spacecraft have visited 
the planet: NASA's Mariner 10, which 
flew past three times in 1974-5 and 
returned the first close-up images of the 
planet, and NASA's MESSENGER 
spacecraft, which performed three 
flybys (two in 2008 and one in 2009) 
before entering orbit around the planet 
in March 2011. The information 
obtained when BepiColombo arrives will 



throw light not only on the composition 
and history of Mercury, but also on the 
history and formation of the inner 
planets in general, including Earth. 

53. Answer (c) 1, 3 and 4 only are 
correct 

• Second statement is wrong because 
Mount. Etna is an Active Volcano. 

/ About Mount Etna 

• It is the largest active volcano in 
Europe and one of the world's most 
frequently erupting volcanoes. It is also 
the volcano with the longest record of 
continuous eruption. 

• Located near the east coast of the 
island of Sicily in Italy, Mount Etna is 
10,900 feet (3,329 meters) tall with a 
base circumference of about 93 miles 
(150 kilometers). 

• The mountain's largest feature is the 
Valle del Bove (Valley of the Ox), a large 
horseshoe-shaped caldera on the 
eastern slope. 

• Etna sits on the active fault between 
the African plate and the Ionian 
microplate, which are both being 
subducted together beneath the 
Eurasian plate. 

• In June 2013, it was added to the list 
of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

• Due to its history of recent activity 
and nearby population. Mount Etna has 


been designated a Decade Volcano by 
the United Nations. 

54. Answer (b) Malaysia 

•The Malaysian Cabinet has decided to 
abolish the death penalty for all crimes 
and halt all pending executions. The 

government has taken the decision to 
scrap capital punishment following 
strong domestic opposition to the 
practice. 

55. Answer (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

• Fourth statement is wrong because 

the headquarters of UNHRC is in 
Geneva, Switzerland 

/ About UNHRC: 

• The UNHRC was established by the 
UN General Assembly on March 15, 
2006 (by resolution A/RES/60/251) with 
the aim of promoting and protecting 
human rights around the globe, as well 
as investigating alleged human rights 
violations. 

• It is made up of 47 member states, 
which are selected by the UN General 
Assembly on a staggered basis each 
year for three-year-long terms. 

• Members meet around three times a 
year to debate human rights issues and 
pass non-binding resolutions and 
recommendations by majority vote. 

• The council also carries out the 



Universal Periodic Review of all UN 
member states, which allows civil 
society groups to bring accusations of 
human rights violations in member 
states to the attention of the UN. 


56. Answer (b) NASA 

• It was in news because NASA's 
Chandra X-ray Observatory has entered 
protective "safe mode" due to a 
malfunction of some soft. 

• The Chandra X-ray Observatory (CXO), 
previously known as the Advanced X-ray 
Astrophysics Facility (AXAF), is a 
Flagship-class space observatory 
launched on STS-93 by NASA on July 23, 
1999. 

• The telescope is named after the 
Nobel Prize-winning Indian-American 
astrophysicist Subrahmanyan 
Chandrasekhar. 


57. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 

•Both statements are correct. (In 
question incorrect statement has been 
asked , Hence option d is the answer) 

• Stanford University was named as 
World's Most Innovative University by 
Reuters news agency rankings. 


• The Reuters' top 100 World's Most 
Innovative University ranking recognises 
universities from across the world for 
their work in inventing new 
technologies, advance science and 
power new markets and industries. It 
was first published in 2015, since then 
there has been no mention of any 
Indian university in the list. 

/The 2018 edition: 

• For the fourth year running, Stanford 
University tops Reuters' ranking of the 
World's Most Innovative Universities. 

No Indian university is in the list. 

• In this top 100 list, 48 universities are 
from North America find mention on the 
list, 23 Asian universities, 27 from 
Europe and 2 from the Middle East. The 
list has no mention of universities from 
South America, Africa and Oceania 
countries that include Australasia, 
Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia. 

• US dominated the list with 46 
universities among the top 100. This 
year Chinese varsities have increased 
their presence in this with total five 
universities. The key factor was this 
year's ranking was Geopolitical trends. 
Stanford University from US has topped 
this list for four consecutive years. The 
second and third spots have been held 
by US's Massachusetts Institute of 



Technology (MIT) and Harvard 
University respectively. 

58. Answer (b) 2 and 3 only 

• First statement is wrong because the 
report is a peer-reviewed publication 

released annually by Welthungerhilfe 
and Concern Worldwide. 

• Created in 2006, the GHI was initially 
published by the International Food 
Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and 
Welthungerhilfe. In 2007, the Irish NGO 
Concern Worldwide also became a co¬ 
publisher. 

•The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is tool 
that measures and tracks hunger 
globally, by region, and by country. 

• The GHI scores are based on a formula 
that captures three dimensions of 
hunger—insufficient caloric intake, child 
undernutrition, and child mortality- 
using four component indicators: 

/ UNDERNOURISHMENT: the share of 
the population that is under-nourished, 
reflecting insufficient caloric intake 
/ CHILD WASTING: the share of 
children under the age of five who are 
wasted (low weight-for-height), 
reflecting acute undernutrition. 

/CHILD STUNTING: the share of 
children under the age of five who are 
stunted (low height-for-age), reflecting 


chronic undernutrition. 

/CHILD MORTALITY: the mortality rate 
of children under the age of five. 

/ Performance of India: 

• India has been ranked at 103 out of 

119 countries in the Global Hunger 
Index 2018, with hunger levels in the 
country categorized as "serious". 

•At least one in five Indian children 
under the age of five is wasted. The only 
country with a higher prevalence of child 
wasting is the war-torn nation of South 
Sudan. 

• India's ranking has dropped three 
places from last year, (India ranked 
100th position among 119 countries on 
Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2017 report) 
although the Index says its results are 
not accurately comparable from year to 
year and instead provides a few 
reference years for comparable data. 

• India has shown improvement in 
three of the indicators over the 
comparable reference years. The 
percentage of undernourished people in 
the population has dropped from 18.2% 
in 2000 to 14.8% in 2018. The child 
mortality rate has halved from 9.2% to 
4.3%, while child stunting has dropped 
from 54.2% to 38.4% over the same 
period. 



• In 2018, the GHI was a joint project of 
Welthungerhilfe and Concern 
Worldwide, with IFPRI stepping aside 
from its involvement in the report. 

59. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 

• Highlights of the policy: 

/ Aim: To promote domestic 
manufacturing in entire value-chain of 
ESDM sector for spur economic 
development in the country. It also 
aims to double the target of mobile 
phone production from 500 million 
units in 2019 to 1 billion by 2025 to 
meet objective. 

/Target: Create $400 billion 
electronics manufacturing industry by 
2025, with mobile phone devices 
segment accounting for three-fourths of 
production. It also includes targeted 
production of 1 billion mobile handsets 
by 2025, valued at $190 billion 
(approximately Rs. 13 lakh crore) and 
also 600 million mobile handsets valued 
at $110 billion (approximately Rs. 7 lakh 
crore) for export. 

/ Incentives: It replaces existing 
incentive schemes like Modified Special 
Incentive Package Scheme (M-SIPS), 
with schemes that are easier to 
implement such as interest subsidy and 
credit default guarantee etc. It also 


takes into consideration interest subsidy 
and credit default guarantee in order to 
encourage new units and in expansion 
of existing units in electronics 
manufacturing sector. 

• It also proposes to push development 
of core competencies in all sub-sectors 
of electronics including electronic 
components and semiconductors, 
automotive electronics, defence 
electronics, industrial electronics, 
strategic electronics etc. It also proposes 
to set up 20 greenfield and three 
brownfield electronic manufacturing 
cluster projects have been sanctioned 
with project outlay of Rs 3,898 crore, 
including Rs 1,577 crore from Central 
Government. 

/ Tax benefits: It proposes suitable 
direct tax benefits, including inter-alia 
investment-linked deduction under 
Income Tax (IT) Act for electronics 
manufacturing sector, for setting up of 
new manufacturing unit or expansion of 
an existing unit. The proposal includes 
increasing tax benefits on expenditure 
incurred on R&D, enhancing rate of duty 
drawback for electronics sector, 
reimbursement of state levies and other 
levies for which input tax credit is not 
available, allowing duty free import of 
second-hand capital goods for 
electronics hardware manufacturing etc. 



It also proposes cess on select electronic 
goods resources to promote certain 
critical sub-sectors of electronic 
manufacturing such as semiconductor 
wafer fabrication and display fabrication 
units. 

60. Answer Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is 
correct 

• Same question has been asked in 
preliminary examination 2017. 

• Zika virus was in news because Union 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
has confirmed cases of Zika virus in 
Rajasthan's capital Jaipur. It was 
detected through Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) surveillance 
system. 

✓ Following this, the Health Ministry 
has taken precautionary measures: 

•It has activated control room at 
National Centre for Disease Control 
(NCDC) to undertake regular monitoring 
of the situation. 

•A Central team also has been deputed 
to Jaipur. State government also has 
been supplied with IEC material 
prepared to create awareness about zika 
virus disease and its prevention 
strategies. 

•Extensive surveillance and vector 
control measures are also being 


undertaken in area as per protocol by 
the state government. 

✓ About Zika virus 

•Zika virus is a mosquito-borne 
flavivirus that was first identified in 
Uganda in 1947 in monkeys through a 
network that monitored yellow fever. 

• Zika virus is primarily transmitted to 
people through the bite of an infected 
mosquito from the Aedes genus, mainly 
Aedes aegypti in tropical regions. Aedes 
mosquitoes usually bite during the day, 
peaking during early morning and late 
afternoon/evening. This is the same 
mosquito that transmits dengue, 
chikungunya and yellow fever. 

• Sexual transmission of Zika virus is 
also possible. 

• The symptoms of Zika 

are similar to other arbovirus infections 
such as dengue, and include fever, skin 
rashes, conjunctivitis, muscle and joint 
pain, malaise, and headache. 

• Zika virus disease is usually mild and 
requires no specific treatment. There is 
currently no vaccine available. 

61. Answer (a) World Bank 

• The World Bank has released a 
Human Capital Index (HCI) as part of 
the World Development Report 2019. 



•Theme for the World Development 
Report (WDR) 2018: "The Changing 
Nature of Work". 

/ Human Capital Project (HCP): 

•As part of this report, the World Bank 
has launched a Human Capital Project 
(HCP). 

• The HCP programme is claimed to be a 
program of advocacy, measurement, 
and analytical work to raise awareness 
and increase demand for interventions 
to build human capital. 

• There are three components of HCP- a 
cross-country human capital 
measurement metric called the Human 
Capital Index (HCI), a programme of 
measurement and research to inform 
policy action, and a programme of 
support for country strategies to 
accelerate investment in human 
capital. 

✓ About Human Capital Index (HCI): 

•The HCI has been constructed for 157 
countries. It claims to seek to measure 
the amount of human capital that a child 
born today can expect to attain by age 
18. The HCI index values are contended 
to convey the productivity of the next 
generation of workers, compared to a 
benchmark of complete standard 
education and full health. 


/ The HCI has three components: 

1) Survival, as measured by under-5 
mortality rates. 

2) Expected years of Quality-Adjusted 
School which combines information on 
the quantity and quality of education. 

3) Health environment using two proxies 
of (a) adult survival rates and (b) the 
rate of stunting for children under age 5. 

✓ Global performance: 

•The HCI measures the Index outcomes 
for each country as a fraction of 
maximum value of 1. As expected the 
advanced economies such as North 
America and Europe mostly have HCI 
value of above 0.75, while South Asia 
and Sub Saharan Africa have the lowest 
HCI among the regions. 

/ Performance of India: 

•The HCI for India has been estimated at 
0.44. »The quality adjusted learning has 
been measured in case of India by using 
the data as old as 2009. 

• Human Capital Index: A child born in 
India today will be only 44 per cent as 
productive when she grows up as she 
could be if she enjoyed complete 
education and full health. 

•The HCI in India for females is 
marginally better than that for males. 



Further, there has been marked 
improvement in the HCI components in 
India over the last five years. 

•Probability of Survival to Age 5: 96 out 

of 100 children born in India survive to 
age 5. 

•Expected Years of School: In India, a 
child who starts school at age 4 can 
expect to complete 10.2 years of school 
by her 18th birthday. 

•Harmonized Test Scores: Students in 
India score 355 on a scale where 625 
represents advanced attainment and 
300 represents minimum attainment. 
•Learning-adjusted Years of School: 
Factoring in what children actually learn, 
expected years of school is only 5.8 
years. 

•Adult Survival Rate: Across India, 83 
per cent of 15-year olds will survive until 
age 60. 

•Healthy Growth (Not Stunted Rate): 

62 out of 100 children are not stunted. 
38 out of 100 children are stunted, and 
so at risk of cognitive and physical 
limitations that can last a lifetime. 
•Gender Differences: In India, HCI for 
girls is marginally higher than for boys. 

/Why India has decided to ignore the 
HCI? 

•Discontent with the Methodology. 
•Assessment lacking Global Standard. 


•Gross negligence of important 
measures. 

62. Answer (d) India 

• The World Economic Forum has 
announced its new Centre for the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution in India, 

which would aim to bring together the 
government and business leaders to 
pilot emerging technology policies. 

/ About the Centre for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution: 

•The centre would be based in 
Maharashtra and it has selected drones, 
artificial intelligence and blockchain as 
the first three project areas. 

•It will work in collaboration with the 
government on a national level to co¬ 
design new policy frameworks and 
protocols for emerging technology 
alongside leaders from business, 
academia, start-ups and international 
organizations. 

• NITI Aayog will coordinate the 
partnership on behalf of the 
government and the work of the centre 
among multiple ministries. 

•The WEF has also entered into 
partnerships with the Maharashtra and 
Andhra Pradesh governments for the 
new initiative and more states would 
be roped in going forward. 



•Projects will be scaled across India and 
globally. 

•As part of the WEF's global network, 
the new centre in India will work closely 
with project teams in San Francisco, 
Tokyo and Beijing, where such Centres 
are already present. 

✓ What is Fourth Industrial Revolution? 

•As described by the founder and 
executive chairman of WEF, Klaus 
Schwab, "the fourth industrial 
revolution is a technological revolution 
that will fundamentally alter the way 
we live, work and relate to one 
another". 

✓ Other three Revolutions 

•1st industrial revolution: The first 
Industrial Revolution began in Britain in 
the last quarter of the 18th century with 

the mechanisation of the textile 
industry, harnessing of steam power, 
and birth of the modern factory. 

•2nd industrial revolution: The Second 
Industrial Revolution, from the last third 
of the nineteenth century to the 
outbreak of World War I, was powered 
by developments in electricity, 
transportation, chemicals, steel, and 
mass production and consumption. 
Industrialization spread even further- 


to Japan after the Meiji Restoration and 
deep into Russia, which was booming at 
the outset of World War I. During this 
era, factories could produce countless 
numbers of identical products quickly 
and cheaply. 

• 3rd industrial revolution: The third 
industrial revolution, beginning c. 1970, 
was digital — and applied electronics 
and information technology to 
processes of production. Mass 
customisation and additive 
manufacturing — the so-called '3D 
printing' — are its key concepts, and its 
applications, yet to be imagined fully, 
are quite mind-boggling. 

63. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 

•UN has released a report titled 
'Economic Losses, Poverty and Disasters 
1998-2017'. It was compiled by the UN 
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

•India suffered a whopping $79.5 billion 
economic loss due to climate-related 
disasters in the last 20 years. 

/ Highlights of the report: 

•The report highlights the impact of 
extreme weather events on the global 
economy. It states that the years 
between 1998 to 2017 have seen a 
dramatic rise of 151% in direct economic 
losses from climate-related disasters. 



•In terms of the impact of disasters on 
the global economy between 1998 and 
2017, affected countries reported direct 
losses of $2,908 trillion, more than twice 
of what was lost in the previous two 
decades. 

•Extreme weather events now account 
for 77 % of total economic losses of 
$2,245 trillion. This represents a 
"dramatic rise" of 151% compared with 
losses reported between 1978 and 1997, 
which amounted to $895 billion. 

•The greatest economic losses have 
been experienced by the US at $944.8 
billion, followed by China at $492.2 
billion, Japan at $376.3 billion, India at 
USD 79.5 billion and Puerto Rico at USD 
71.7 billion. 

•Storms, floods and earthquakes place 
three European countries in the top ten 
nations for economic losses: France, 
$48.3 billion; Germany, $57.9 billion and 
Italy $56.6 billion. Thailand with $52.4 
billion and Mexico at $46.5 billion 
complete the list. 

•In terms of occurrences, climate- 
related disasters also dominate the 
picture, accounting for 91 per cent of all 
7,255 major recorded events between 
1998 and 2017. -Floods (43.4 per cent) 
and storms (28.2 per cent) are the two 
most frequently occurring disasters. 
•During this period, 1.3 million people 
lost their lives and 4.4 billion people 
were injured, rendered homeless, 


displaced or in need of emergency 
assistance. 563 earthquakes, including 
related tsunamis, accounted for 56 per 
cent of the total deaths or 747,234 lives 
lost. 

✓ UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNISDR): 

•It was established in 1999 as dedicated 
secretariat to facilitate implementation 
of International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (ISDR). It is an organisational 
unit of UN Secretariat and is led by the 
UN Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (SRSG). 

•It is headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

•It is mandated by United Nations 
General Assembly resolution (56/195) 
to serve as focal point in United Nations 
system for coordination of disaster 
reduction and to ensure synergies 
among disaster reduction activities of 
United Nations system and regional 
organizations and activities in socio¬ 
economic and humanitarian fields. 

64. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is wrong because this 

is the 32nd edition (NOT FIRST) of India- 
Indonesia coordinated patrol (IND- 
INDO CORPAT) held in Belawan, 
Indonesia. 



65. Answer (a) 1 only 

• Second statement is wrong because 
Competition Commission of India is a 
statutory body of the Government of 
India responsible for enforcing The 
Competition Act, 2002 throughout India 
and to prevent activities that have an 
appreciable adverse effect on 
competition in India. 

• It was in news because The 

Competition Commission of India (CCI) 
has amended the Combination 
Regulations. This amendment inter alia 
provide certainty & transparency and 
expedites faster disposal of combination 
cases before CCI. 

/Latest amendments: 

The provisions of the Competition Act, 
2002 ("Act") relating to the regulation of 
combinations as well as the 
Combination Regulations have been in 
force with effect from 1st June 2011. 

• A key change brought about by the 
present amendments is that the parties 
to combinations can now submit 
remedies voluntarily in response to the 
notice issued under Section 29(1) of the 
Act. If such remedies are considered 
sufficient to address the perceived 
competition harm, the combination can 
be approved. This amendment is 


expected to expedite disposal of such 
combination cases. 

•In another significant amendment, 
where the notice is found to exhibit 
significant information gaps, parties to 
combinations are allowed to withdraw 
the notice and refile the same. With 
this amendment, the parties could 
address the deficiencies without facing 
an invalidation by CCI. 

• Further, fee already paid in respect of 
such notice shall be adjusted against the 
fee payable in respect of new notice, if 
the refiling is done within a period of 3 
months. 

•Apart from these, certain 
consequential and other clarificatory 
changes have also been made in the 
Combination Regulations. 

/ About Competition Commission Of 
India: 

•The Competition Commission of India 
(CCI) was established under the 
Competition Act, 2002 for the 
administration, implementation and 
enforcement of the Act, and was duly 
constituted in March 2009. Chairman 
and members are appointed by the 
central government. 

66. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is Correct 



• NCVET stands for National Council for 
Vocational Education and Training 
(NCVET). 

• It was in news because the Union 
Cabinet has approved the merger of the 
existing regulatory institutions in the 
skills space - National Council for 
Vocational Training (NCVT) and the 
National Skill Development Agency 
(NSDA) into the National Council for 
Vocational Education and Training 
(NCVET). 

/ Functions: 

• NCVET will regulate the functioning of 
entities engaged in vocational 
education and training, both long-term 
and short-term and establish minimum 
standards for the functioning of such 
entities. The primary functions of NCVET 
will include: 

• Recognition and regulation of 
awarding bodies, assessment bodies 
and skill related information providers. 
•Approval of qualifications developed 
by awarding bodies and Sector Skill 
Councils (SSCs). 

•Indirect regulation of vocational 
training institutes through awarding 
bodies and assessment agencies. 
•Research and information 
dissemination. 

•Grievance redressal. 


/Composition: 

•The Council would be headed by a 
Chairperson and will have Executive 
and Non-Executive Members. 

• The National Skill Development 
Agency (NSDA) is an autonomous body 
under the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship. It 

coordinates and harmonizes the skill 
development efforts of the Indian 
government and the private sector to 
achieve the skilling targets of the 12th 
Plan document and beyond. 

• The NSDA's role is also to anchor the 
National Skills Qualifications Framework 
(NSQF) and facilitate the setting up of 
professional certifying bodies in addition 
to the existing ones. 

67. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• The NITI Aayog and ICC International 
Court of Arbitration had recently 
organised a Workshop on Best Practices 
in International Arbitration in New Delhi. 

• The workshop is part of on-going 
efforts to institutionalize and streamline 
dispute resolution to make India a hub 
for doing business. It encourages and 
highlights the need for understanding 



and implementing arbitration across the 
spectrum of commercial contracts. 

/ What is Arbitration? 

•Arbitration is a settlement of dispute 
between two parties to a contract by a 
neutral third party i.e. the arbitrator 
without resorting to court action. The 

process can be tailored to suit parties' 
particular needs. 

Arbitrators can be chosen for their 
expertise. It is confidential and can be 
speedier and cheaper than court. There 
are limited grounds of appeal. Arbitral 
awards are binding and enforceable 
through courts. 

/ The International Court of Arbitration 
is a branch of the International Chamber 
of Commerce (ICC) and one of the 
world's leading institutions for providing 
international arbitration services. The 
International Court of Arbitration is 
known for resolving international 
commercial and business disputes, 
administering more than half of all 
arbitration disputes worldwide. 

• The ICC seat is located in Paris. 

• The International Chamber of 
Commerce is an international business 
organization with hundreds of 
thousands of member companies in 
over 130 countries spanning virtually 
every sector of private enterprise. 


68. Answer- (d) all of the above 

• Majuli Island was in news because 

Inland Waterways Authority of India 
(IWAI) will be starting a new Roll on-Roll 
off (Ro-Ro) facility in collaboration with 
the Government of Assam to provide 
the much-needed connectivity for Majuli 
Island. 

✓ About Majuli Island 

•Majuli or Majoli is a river island in the 
Brahmaputra River, Assam and in 2016 
it became the first island to be made a 
district in lndia.lt had an area of 880 
square kilometres (340 sq mi) at the 
beginning of the 20th century,but 
having lost significantly to erosion it 
covers 352 square kilometres (136 sq 
mi) as at 2014. 

• Majuli is currently listed as world's 
largest river island in Guinness book of 
world's record. 

•The island is formed by the 
Brahmaputra river in the south and the 
Kherkutia Xuti, an anabranch of the 
Brahmaputra, joined by the Subansiri 
River in the north. 

• It was formed due to course changes 
by the river Brahmaputra and its 
tributaries, mainly the Lohit. 

• Majuli is the abode of the Assamese 
neo-Vaishnavite culture. 



•The population of Majuli comprises the 
tribals, non-tribals and the scheduled 
castes. 

•The tribal communities include the 
Misings, the Deoris and the Sonowal 
Kacharis. 

• The scheduled castes include the 
Kaivartas, the Brittial Banias etc. 

•The non-tribal communities include 
Koch, Kalitas, Ahoms, Chutiyas, Keot, 
Yogis etc. 

•The Mising community has the largest 
population in the island who 
immigrated from Arunachal Pradesh to 
Majuli centuries ago . 

• Languages spoken are Mising, 
Assamese, and Deori. 

/ About IWAI: 

• Inland Waterways Authority of India 
(IWAI) is the statutory authority in 
charge of the waterways in India. Its 
headquarters is located in Noida, UP. It 

does the function of building the 
necessary infrastructure in these 
waterways, surveying the economic 
feasibility of new projects and also 
administration. 

69. Answer (c) 1 and 3 only are correct 

• Second statement is wrong because 
The first NES will be carried out by 


Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC) through 
Environmental Information System 
(ENVIS) and its hubs and resource 
partners across the country. 

• India's first ever National 
Environment Survey (NES) will be 
launched in 2019 to map environment 
data of 55 districts across 24 states and 
3 Union Territories. 

/ About NES: 

• The NES will rank all districts on their 
environmental performance and 
document their best green practices 
based on various environmental 
parameters. 

• The first NES will be carried out by 
Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC) through 
Environmental Information System 
(ENVIS) and its hubs and resource 
partners across the country. It will be 
done through grid-based approach, 
using grids measuring 9x9 km to collect 
comprehensive data on various 
environmental parameters. 

•The parameters include air, water, soil 
quality; solid, hazardous and e-waste; 
emission inventory; forest & wildlife; 
flora & fauna; wetlands, lakes, rivers 
and other water bodies. 



• It will also assess carbon sequestration 
potential of all the districts across the 
country. 

70. Answer (a) Unmanned aerial vehicle 
of China 

•It was in news because China has 
agreed to sell 48 Wing Loong II high-end 
armed drones to Pakistan. 


• The Wing Loong II is an improved 
version of the Wing Loong 1 Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle (UAV) in the category of 
MALE (Medium-Altitude Long- 
Endurance) designed and manufactured 
in China by the Aviation Industry 
Corporation of China (AVIC). 


•He was in news because a 64-foot-tall 
statue of peasant leader Sir Chhotu Ram 
has been unveiled at his native village 
Sampla in Haryana's Rohtak district. 

/ About Sir Chhotu Ram: 

•Sir Chhotu Ram, who was born on 
November 24,1881, was regarded as a 
messiah of peasants and was 
instrumental in empowering farmers in 
pre-Independence era and getting pro¬ 
farmers law enacted. 


•He had fought for farmers' rights 
during the British rule. 

•On political front, he was a co-founder 
of the National Unionist Party which 
ruled all the time Punjab Province in 
pre-independent India and kept 
Congress and Muslim League at bay. 

• Chhotu Ram was awarded the title of 
'Rao Bahadur'. 

• He was knighted in 1937 and was 

popularly known as Deen Bandhu. 

•His legacy has been evoked by the 
formation of a new party, the National 
Unionist Zamindara Party by guar 
farmers in Rajasthan in 2013. 

72. Answer (c) Intense circular storm. 

• Cyclonic storm 'TITU' has hit the Bay 
of Bengal and another cyclonic storm 
'LUBAN' has hit the Arabian sea. 

•The India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) on called the formation of the 
two very severe cyclones—Titli and 
Luban—on two sides of the Indian 

mainland as 'rarest of rare' 
occurrences. The IMD also said the 
movement of both these storms was 
unique. While Titli changed its direction 
and moved towards the northeast after 
making a landfall, Luban too kept going 
in different directions over the 9 days 
that it travelled through the south¬ 
eastern Arabian Sea towards Yemen and 
Oman on the Gulf coast and then made 


71. Answer (d) All of the above 



landfall. Titli, brought with itself, strong 
winds, torrents of rain and a metre high 
storm surge which inundated the 
coastal areas. While the IMD said it was 
because of their warnings that the loss 
could be minimized, cyclone Titli and 
the ensuing flood caused more 
devastation in Odisha and Andhra 
Pradesh than expected. 

• Tropical cyclone, also called typhoon 
or hurricane, an intense circular storm 
that originates over warm tropical 
oceans and is characterized by low 
atmospheric pressure, high winds, and 
heavy rain. Drawing energy from the 
sea surface and maintaining its strength 
as long as it remains over warm water, a 
tropical cyclone generates winds that 
exceed 119 km (74 miles) per hour. In 
extreme cases winds may exceed 240 
km (150 miles) per hour, and gusts may 
surpass 320 km (200 miles) per hour. 
Accompanying these strong winds are 
torrential rains and a devastating 
phenomenon known as the storm 
surge, an elevation of the sea surface 
that can reach 6 metres (20 feet) above 
normal levels. Such a combination of 
high winds and water makes cyclones a 
serious hazard for coastal areas in 
tropical and subtropical areas of the 
world. 

•Hurricanes, cyclones and typhoons are 
all tropical storms. They are all the same 


thing but are given different names 
depending on where they appear. 

When they reach populated areas they 
usually bring very strong wind and rain 
which can cause a lot of damage. 

• Hurricanes are tropical storms that 
form over the North Atlantic Ocean and 
Northeast Pacific. Cyclones are formed 
over the South Pacific and Indian Ocean. 
Typhoons are formed over the 
Northwest Pacific Ocean. 

73. Answer (a) 1 only 

•Second statement is wrong because 
Medwatch has been launched by Indian 
Air force. (NOT Indian army) 

• MedWatch is an innovative mobile 
health App launched by the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) to provide health 
information to the users, including first- 
aid and other health and nutritional 
topics. It is the first mobile health app in 
the three Armed Services. 

/ Some facts 

•The app is conceived by the doctors of 

IAF and developed in house by 
Directorate of Information Technology 
(DIT) with ZERO financial outlay. 

• 'MedWatch' will provide correct, 
Scientific and authentic health 
information to air warriors and all 
citizens of India. 



• It comprises of host of features like 
information on basic First Aid, Health 
topics and Nutritional Facts; reminders 
for timely Medical Review, Vaccination 
and utility tools like Health Record Card, 
BMI calculator, helpline numbers and 
web links. 

74. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 

• Information Sharing Platform 
Gateway for South-East Asia Regulatory 
Network (SEARN) developed by Centre 
for Development of Advanced 
Computing has been launched. It will 
promote regulatory and health 
collaboration among the countries of 
the South-East Asia Region. 

• In the South-East Asia region in WHO, 

India is actively contributing & 
providing support for the SEARN to 
guarantee access to high-quality 
medical products. 

/About SEARN: 

• The South East Asia Research Network 
(SEARN), based at the London School of 
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, is a 
platform to facilitate research 
collaboration. 

• It provides a forum to support the 
communication and dissemination of 
research findings, highlight research 
areas and a network connecting people 


and collaborators outside with an 
interest in South East Asia. 

/ Composition: 

• SEARN includes all ASEAN countries: 
Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar 
(Burma), Cambodia, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Brunei, Singapore, Timor- 
Leste (East Timor) and the Philippines. 

75. Answer (a) 1 and 2 only 

• Third statement is wrong because, 

India is the member Country of UPU 
since 1 July 1876 

• The Universal Postal Union 
established by the Treaty of Bern of 
1874, is a specialized agency of the 
United Nations (UN) that coordinates 
postal policies among member nations, 
in addition to the worldwide postal 
system. 

• The UPU contains four bodies 
consisting of the Congress, the Council 
of Administration (CA), the Postal 
Operations Council (POC) and the 
International Bureau (IB). 

• It also oversees the Telematics and 
Express Mail Service (EMS) 
cooperatives. 



• Each member agrees to the same 
terms for conducting international 
postal duties. 

• It is second oldest international 
organization worldwide after 
International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU). 

• It has 192 member countries. 

• It is primary forum for cooperation 
between postal sector players among 
member countries. 

• The UPU's headquarters are located 
in Bern, Switzerland. 

76. Answer (d) all of the above 

• The report, "Strengthening Forest Fire 
Management in India", jointly prepared 
by the Ministry of Environment, Forest, 
and Climate Change (MoEFCC) and the 
World Bank says forest fires are today a 
leading cause of forest degradation in 
India. 

• The report discusses policies on forest 
fire prevention and management (FFPM) 
at the national, state and local levels, 
underscoring the need for a 
comprehensive national policy and 
guidelines. 

• It provides recommendations on five 
broad themes - policy, institutions and 
capacity, community engagement, 
technology, and data and information 


and looks at national and international 
best practices in FFPM. 

/ Highlights of report 

• Central India has the largest area 
affected by fire. 

• North-East accounts for 56% of burnt 
forest land during 2003-2016, followed 
by southern states. 

• North-eastern states account for the 
biggest share of fire detections, with at 
least 55% of fire incidents reported 
during 2003-2016. 

• With at least one in four people 
dependent on forests for their 
livelihood, India is losing at least ^1,100 
crore due to forest fires every year, 
says a new World Bank report. The 
report calls for a national plan for the 
prevention of forest fire. Repeated fires 
in short succession are reducing 
diversity of species and harming natural 
regeneration, while posing a risk to over 
92 million in India who live in areas of 
forest cover. 

77. Answer (a) Ministry of External 
affairs. 

• Union Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) has launched India for Humanity 
initiative to commemorate the 150th 
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 

and honour of his service to humanity. It 



will feature year-long series of artificial 
limb fitment camps in a number of 
countries spanning globe. 

/ For this initiative, MEA has 

collaborated with renowned charitable 
organisation Bhagwan Mahaveer 
Viklang Sahayata Samiti (BMVSS). 

✓ Aim: to provide physical, economic 
and social rehabilitation of differently- 
abled around world by helping them 
regain their mobility and dignity to 
become self-respecting and productive 
members of society. It focuses on 
Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of 
compassion, caring and service to 
humanity. 

78. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is wrong because the 
contest has been launched by 
Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. 

• It was in news because the Ministry of 
Water Resources, River Development 
and Ganga Rejuvenation announced the 
winners for the Third and Fourth 
fortnight of the Jal Bachao, Video Banao, 
Puraskar Pao contest. 

• Jal Bachao, Video Banao, Puraskar 
Pao contest was launched by the 
Ministry in collaboration with the 
MyGov portal of the Government of 


India with the objective of spreading 
awareness about water conservation. 

79. Answer (d) all of the above 

• The government has recently granted 

Geographical Indication (Gl) tag to the 
Alphonso Mango from Ratnagiri, 
Sindhudurg and other adjoining areas 
in Maharashtra. 

• Alphonso, the king of Mangoes, 
better known as 'Hapus' in 
Maharashtra, is in demand in domestic 
and international markets for its taste, 
pleasant fragrance and vibrant colour. 

•The Alphonso is also one of the most 
expensive varieties of mango and is 
grown mainly in western India including 
places such as Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri 
and Raigad districts and in the Konkan 
region of Maharashtra, India. 

/ About Gl 

• A Gl is a sign used on products that 
have a specific geographical origin and 
possess qualities or a reputation that 
are due to that origin. 

• It is given to both man-made and 
natural products. However it is a 
community right rather than individual 
or company. 

It is protected under Geographical 
indications of goods (registration and 
protection) act, 1999. 

• It is managed by Cell for IPR 



promotion and Management (CIPAM) 
under the Department of Industrial 
Policy and Promotion (DIPP), Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry. 

80. Answer (b) Nagaland 

• The Nagaland government has 
declared the Singphan Wildlife 
Sanctuary as an elephant reserve 
making it the 30th reserve for Elephants 
in India. 

• The Singphan Elephant Reserve is 
located in Mon district of Nagaland. 

• As per recent census report (2017), 
Nagaland has the population of around 
446 elephants. The creation of new 
reserve will also result in protection and 
conservation of the elephant population 
and also ensure that this population 
remains healthy and viable. 

81. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 

•First statement is wrong because 
Make-ll is Industry funded scheme. 
(Make-1 is Government funded) 

• It was in news because the 
Department of Defence Production 
under the Ministry of Defence has 
cleared 31 projects and has given them 
in-principle approval under the Make-ll 
scheme. 


Make project 

• The provision of 'Make' category in 
Defence procurement Procedure is a 
pillar for realising the vision behind 
Make in India. 

• Make Scheme fosters indigenous 
capabilities through design & 
development of required defence 
equipment/product/upgrades by both 
public and private sector industry in a 
faster time frame. 

/ 'Make' Procedure has following two 
sub-categories: 

• Make-1: It is Government Funded: 

Projects under 'Make-1' sub-category 
will involve Government funding of 90%, 
released in a phased manner and based 
on the progress of the scheme, as per 
terms agreed between MoD and the 
vendor. 

• Make-ll: It is Industry Funded: 

Projects under 'Make-ll 1 category will 
involve prototype development of 
equipment/ system/ platform or their 
upgrades or their sub-systems/ sub¬ 
assembly/assemblies/ components, 
primarily for import 
substitution/innovative solutions, for 
which no Government funding will be 
provided for prototype development 
purposes. 



• Make II Scheme corresponds to Make 
in India initiative in Defence production. 

• In Feb 2018, Government has notified 
a separate, simplified procedure for sub¬ 
category 'Make-ll' which has many 
industry friendly provisions like Industry 
can now submit their proposals, suo- 
moto to Nodal officers of concerned 
SHQ under this procedure as per the 
prescribed format downloadable here, 
Interested Indian companies may visit 
the other sections of the webpage to 
assess project specific details and carry 
out preliminary assessment regarding 
their technical capability to undertake 
these projects and economic viability of 
the project and respond accordingly. 

For more details visit- 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.co 

m/economy/defence-ministry-gives-in- 

principle-nod-for-31-projects-under- 

make-ii- 

scheme/article25159637.ece/amp/ 

http://makeinindiadefence.gov.in 

82. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is wrong because it 
has been reconstituted by Ministry of 
environment, forest and climate 
change. (NOT by Supreme Court) 


• It was in news because Union Ministry 
of Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC) has reconstituted 
Supreme Court-empowered 
Environment Pollution (Prevention and 
Control) Authority (EPCA). This comes 
after tenure of the last EPCA expired on 
October 3, 2018. 

/ About Environment Pollution 
Control Authority (EPCA): 

• EPCA was constituted with the 

objective of 'protecting and improving' 
the quality of the environment and 
'controlling environmental pollution' in 
the National Capital Region. 

•The EPCA also assists the apex court in 
various environment-related matters in 
the region. 

•EPCA is Supreme Court mandated 
body tasked with taking various 
measures to tackle air pollution in the 
National Capital Region. 

• It was notified in 1998 by 
Environment Ministry under 
Environment Protection Act, 1986. 

/ Functions: 

• To protect and improve quality of 
environment and prevent and control 
environmental pollution in National 
Capital Region. 



• To enforce Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) in NCR as per the pollution 
levels. 

83. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is wrong because, 
'Nirman Kusuma' programme is a 
program to help the children of 
construction workers get trained in 
Industrial Training Institutes and 
polytechnics. 

/ More About scheme: 

• Under the scheme, the children of 
construction workers would get 
financial assistance for their education 
in Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) 
and polytechnics. 

• While an ITI student will be entitled to 
get financial assistance of Rs. 23,600, a 
diploma student to get Rs. 26,300 per 
annum. 

• Under the scheme, an ITI student will 
get assistance of Rs. 23,600 a year and a 
diploma student will get Rs. 26,300. 

84. Answer (d) All of the above 

•Union Government has decided to 

cover damages to crops in wild animal 
attacks under Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojna in select districts on an 
experimental basis. 


•In this regard, Government has 
amended provisions of crop insurance 
scheme in consultation with various 
stakeholders after review of its working 
for the last two years. The amended 
provisions of the scheme have been 
implemented from October 2018. 

/ As per the new provisions: 

•Certain horticultural crops have been 
brought under ambit of PMFBY on 
experimental basis. 

• Damages due to individual fields due 
to incidents of localised disasters like 
water logging, land slide, cloud bursts, 
hailstorms and fire too are brought 
under scheme. 

•Henceforth, insurances firms will also 
have to spend 0.5% of their earnings 
from annual premium to advertise 
provisions of the scheme. 

• Fines in cases of delay in clearing 
insurance claims for crop damages have 
been proposed. 

•In case firm delays insurance 
clearances beyond two months, it will 
have to pay an annual interest of 12%. 
Similarly State government too will have 
to pay interest of 12% in case of delay in 
release of state's share of subsidy in 
premium to insurance firms. 

/ About PMFBY: 



•In April, 2016, the government of India 
had launched Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) after rolling back 
the earlier insurance schemes viz. 
National Agriculture Insurance Scheme 
(NAIS), Weather-based Crop Insurance 
scheme and Modified National 
Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS). 

• Premium: It envisages a uniform 
premium of only 2% to be paid by 
farmers for Kharif crops, and 1.5% for 
Rabi crops. The premium for annual 
commercial and horticultural crops will 
be 5%. 

•The scheme is mandatory for farmers 
who have taken institutional loans from 
banks. It's optional for farmers who 
have not taken institutional credit. 

/ Objectives: 

•Providing financial support to farmers 
suffering crop loss/damage arising out 
of unforeseen events. 

•Stabilizing the income of farmers to 
ensure their continuance in farming. 
•Encouraging farmers to adopt 
innovative and modern agricultural 
practices. 

•Ensuring flow of credit to the 
agriculture sector which contributes to 
food security, crop diversification and 
enhancing growth and competitiveness 


of agriculture sector besides protecting 
farmers from production risks. 

85. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in News because Gujarat Forest 
Department has started vaccination of 
lions in Gir sanctuary to protect them 
from a deadly canine distemper virus 
(CDV). The virus is blamed for the death 
lions in Gujarat's Gir sanctuary. 

/ About Canine Distemper Virus 

• Canine Distemper Virus (CDV) is a viral 
disease that infects the gastrointestinal, 
respiratory, and central nervous 
systems. 

• Dogs who have not been vaccinated 
for Canine Distemper are the most at- 
risk. 

•While the disease can also be 
contracted when improperly vaccinated 
or when a dog has high susceptibility to 
bacterial infection, these cases are rare. 
•CDV can be spread through direct 
contact (licking, breathing air, etc.) or 
indirect contact (bedding, toys, food 
bowls, etc.), though it cannot live on 
surfaces for very long. Inhaling the virus 
is the primary method of exposure. 

• There is no known cure for CDV. 

/ Some more facts 



•Gir sanctuary is the only wild 
population of Asiatic lions in the world. 
• Asiatic Lion is listed in Schedule I of 
Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972, has been 
categories as Endangered on IUCN Red 
List and is listed Appendix I of CITES. 

86. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

•First statement is NOT CORRECT 

because SPG will help National security 
council. 

/ About the Strategic Policy Group 
(SPG): 

•Compostion: It will be headed by 
National Security Advisor. Its members 
include the NITI Aayog vice chairman, 
cabinet secretary, the chiefs of the 
three defence services, the RBI 
governor, the foreign secretary, the 
home secretary, the finance secretary 
and the defence secretary. 

•The secretary of the Department of 
Defence Production and Supplies, the 
scientific adviser to the defence minister 
and the secretary, cabinet secretariat 
will also be members of the panel. 

•The other members are secretary, 
department of revenue; secretary, 
department of atomic energy; secretary, 
department of space; director, 
Intelligence Bureau, and secretary, 
National Security Council Secretariat. 
•Representatives of other ministries and 


departments will be invited to the 
meetings of the group as and when 
necessary. 

/ Functions: 

•It will assist the National Security 
Council and undertake among other 
tasks, a long-term strategic review of 
country's security affairs. 

| It will be the principal mechanism for 
inter-ministerial coordination and 
integration of relevant inputs in the 
formulation of national security 
policies. 

87. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because its presence has been recently 
confirmed in Western ghats. 

• Researchers have confirmed the 
presence of the elusive Eurasian Otter 
one of the least-known of India's three 
Otter species in the Western Ghats 
after more than 70 years. While the 
species is widespread across Europe, 
northern Africa and several south Asian 
countries, it is not as frequently seen as 
smooth-coated or small-clawed otters in 
India. 

/About Eurasian Otter 



•Otters are members of the mammalian 
family called Mustelidae. They are shy 
and have elusive habits, adapting to a 
variety of habitats ranging from marine 
to freshwater environments. 

• IUCN Status: Near Threatened. 

It is protected under the Wildlife 
Protection Act (1972). 

• In Asia, it is listed as endangered in 
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Myanmar 
and Thailand, and critically endangered 
in Mongolia. 

88. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it is caused by the bacterium 
Corynebacterium diphtheria. 

• It primarily infects the throat and 
upper airways and produces a toxin 
affecting other organs. 

•The toxin causes a membrane of dead 
tissue to build up over the throat and 
tonsils, making breathing and 
swallowing difficult. 

•The disease is spread through direct 
physical contact or from breathing in the 
coughs or sneezes of infected 
individuals. 

•It can be fatal if left untreated, but has 
become increasingly rare in recent 
decades due to high rates of 
vaccination. 

89. Answer c) World Economic Forum 


• The "Future of Work in India" survey 
of 770 companies conducted by the 
WEF (World Economic Forum) included 
various sectors such as textiles, banking 
& financial services, transport & 
logistics, and retail. 

/ Highlights of the report: 

• Major gender gap in Indian 
corporates: Four out of five retail firms 
hire less than 10% women. Companies 
in India experiencing the highest growth 
prefer hiring men and technology-led 
job growth benefits men more than 
women. Notably, while one in three 
companies preferred hiring men, only 
one in 10 companies said they wanted 
to hire more women, accentuating the 
gender gap rampant in the country. 

•Statistics: The report found that just 
2.4% of these have half or more female 
employees, and as many as 71% have 
fewer than 10%. Out of this 71%, 30% 
companies have no female employees, 
and another 32% have less than 5%. The 
sector-wise breakup showed that 79% 
companies in retail, and 77% in 
transport & logistics, have less than 10% 
female employees, while banking & 
finance companies have 61% female 
participation and textiles 64%. 

•Global comparison: India's female 



workforce participation is mere 27% and 
stands 23% points lower than global 
average. Jobs in India are experiencing 
highest growth and companies are hiring 
women at only 26%. Women in India are 
entering workforce at a slower rate than 
current female workforce participation. 
More than 33% of the total companies 
said that they prefer to hire men, as 
compared to just over one-tenth that 
said that they are looking to hire more 
women going forward. In the last five 
years, the surveyed companies stated 
that they hired just 26% female workers 
in the job roles that saw the most 
growth, which is less than India's already 
low female labour force participation of 
27%. 

/About WEF: 

•The World Economic Forum is the 
International Organization for Public- 
Private Cooperation. 

•The Forum engages the foremost 
political, business and other leaders of 
society to shape global, regional and 
industry agendas. 

•It was established in 1971 as a not-for- 
profit foundation and is headquartered 
in Geneva, Switzerland. It is 
independent, impartial and not tied to 
any special interests. The Forum strives 
in all its efforts to demonstrate 
entrepreneurship in the global public 


interest while upholding the highest 
standards of governance. Moral and 
intellectual integrity is at the heart of 
everything it does. 

90. Answer (d) Roscosmos State 
Corporation 

•Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) and Russia's Roscosmos State 
Corporation for Space Activities 
(ROSCOSMOS) have signed an Moll to 
work together for Gaganyaan. 

•As per the Moll, ROSCOSMOS has 
offered ride to Indian astronaut short 
visit to International Space Station (ISS) 
on board Soyuz spacecraft for short 
training mission in 2022. 

/ About Gaganyaan: 

•It is India's first manned space 
mission. •Under it, India is planning to 
send three humans (Gaganyatris) into 
space i.e. in low earth orbit (LEO) by 
2022 i.e. by 75th Independence Day for 
period of five to seven days. 

•India plans to build a crew vehicle that 
can accommodate 2 or 3 astronauts and 
human rate its GSLV Mk-lll launcher. 

91. Answer (d) All of the above 



/About Ganga Task Force 

•The Ganga Task Force is a unit of the 
Territorial Army deployed in the services 
of the Ganga. 

•It consists of 3 companies of over 100 
men each to be stationed at Kanpur, 
Allahabad and Varanasi, with the 
Battalion headquarters at Allahabad. 

•It is formed with the approval of 
Ministry of Defence and trained by the 
Defence ministry. 

They will be in force till December 2020. 
/ Mandates of the force - 
•Crowd management during Kumbh 
Mela, 

•Spread awareness on keeping the river 
clean, 

•Stop people and industry from 
polluting the river, 

•Assisting during floods/natural calamity 
in the region, 

•Planting trees to check soil erosion and 
•Patrolling sensitive river areas for 
biodiversity protection. 

•They have also been trained by the 
Central Pollution Control Board to 
measure the health of the river. 
/Territorial Army 

•The Territorial Army is a part of 
Regular Army. 

•It was set up after the Territorial Army 
Act was passed in 1948. 

•Before Independence, British raised 


Territorial Army in 1920 with two wings 
- European wing and Indian Volunteers 
wing. 

Its present role is to relieve the Regular 
Army from static duties and assist civil 
administration and provide units as and 
when required. 

•It assist regular army in dealing with 
natural calamities and maintenance of 
essential services in situations where life 
of the communities is affected or the 
security of the Country is threatened. 
•Territorial Army units were actively 
involved in 1962,1965 and 1971 
operations. 

92. Answer (b) Bihar 

• India's and Asia's first Dolphin 
Research Centre will be set up on the 
banks of the Ganga River in Patna 
University campus in Patna, Bihar. It 
will be named- National Dolphin 
Research Centre (NDRC). 

•The announcement for the centre was 
made on the occasion of Dolphin day 
(October 5), observed in Bihar for 
protection and conservation of Gangetic 
river dolphin to create awareness to 
save endangered species. 

/Role: 

• NDRC will play important role in 
strengthening conservation efforts and 



research to save endangered mammal 
whose population is decreasing. Bihar is 
home to around half of the country's 
estimated 3,000 dolphin population. 

/About Gangetic Dolphins: 

•The Ganges River dolphin, or susu, 
inhabits the Ganges-Brahmaputra- 
Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river 
systems of Nepal, India, and Bangladesh. 
•It is classified as endangered by the 
IUCN. 

•This dolphin is among the four 
"obligate" freshwater dolphins - the 

other three are the baiji now likely 
extinct from the Yangtze river in China, 
the bhulan of the Indus in Pakistan and 
the boto of the Amazon River in Latin 
America. •Although there are several 
species of marine dolphins whose 
ranges include some freshwater 
habitats, these four species live only in 
rivers and lakes. 

•Being a mammal, the Ganges River 
dolphin cannot breathe in the water and 
must surface every 30-120 seconds. 
Because of the sound it produces when 
breathing, the animal is popularly 
referred to as the 'Susu'. 

93. Answer c) Synthetic chemical used 
to make plastics. 

• Scientists have created tiny spheres 
that can catch and destroy bisphenol A 


(BPA), a synthetic chemical used to 
make plastics that often contaminates 
water. 

Bisphenol A (BPA): 

• BPA is commonly used to coat the 
insides of food cans, bottle tops and 
water supply lines, and was once a 
component of baby bottles. 

•Concerns: While BPA that seeps into 
food and drink is considered safe in low 
doses, prolonged exposure is suspected 
of affecting the health of children and 
contributing to high blood pressure. 

/ Function of Tiny spheres to trap BPA 

•The micron-sized spheres developed 
resemble tiny flower-like collections of 
titanium dioxide petals. 

•The supple petals provide plenty of 
surface area for researchers to anchor 
cyclodextrin — a benign sugar-based 
molecule often used in food and drugs. 
•It has a two-faced structure, with a 
hydrophobic (water-avoiding) cavity and 
a hydrophilic (water-attracting) outer 
surface. 

•BPA is hydrophobic and naturally 
attracted to the cavity. Once trapped, 
reactive oxygen species (ROS) produced 
by the spheres degrades BPA into 
harmless chemicals. 



94. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

•To promote innovative cooperation 
between students of India and Russia, a 
Memorandum of Understanding was 
recently exchanged between India's 
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and the 
Russian Federation's SIRIUS Educational 
Foundation. 

/The MoU seeks to: 

•Remove cultural and language barriers 
between students of Russia and India. 
•Share the best practices in the 
promotion of educational, scientific, 
innovative achievements. 

•Promote innovative cooperation. 
•Search and develop the talented youth 
of both countries fostering a knowledge- 
driven innovation ecosystem in both the 
countries. 

✓ About AIM 

•Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) was 
launched by the NITI Ayog as an 
innovation promotion platform 
involving academics, entrepreneurs, 
and researchers utilizing national and 
international experience to promote the 
culture of innovation, R and D in India 
particularly in technology oriented 
areas. 

The AIM along with Self-Employment 


and Talent Utilization (SETU) are 
Government of India's the leading 
ventures to promote a culture of 
innovation and entrepreneurship. 

✓ The Atal Innovation Mission has two 
core functions: 

• Entrepreneurship promotion through 
Self-Employment and Talent Utilization, 

wherein innovators would be supported 
and mentored to become successful 
entrepreneurs. 

• Innovation promotion: to provide a 
platform where innovative ideas are 
generated 

To realize these two core objectives, 

AIM has different sub-components. 

Atal Incubation Centers, Atal Tinkering 
Laboratories, Atal Grand Challenge 
Awards and Scale up Support to 
Established Incubation Centers. 

•Atal Incubation Centers are aimed at 
the creation and promotion of 
incubation centers across the country. 

AlCs will promote startups in various 
sectors like manufacturing, transport, 
energy, health, education, agriculture, 
water, sanitation, etc., and would 
provide them with necessary 
infrastructural facilities and other value- 
added services. AIM gives a grant-in-aid 
of Rs 10 crore to each AIC for a 
maximum of five years to cover capital 
and operational expenditure cost. 



•An incubation centre should be a legal 
entity to be registered in India as 
public, private or public-private 
partnership and must be in operation 
for a minimum of three years. 

95. Answer (d) all of the above 

• Union Ministry of Civil Aviation has 
released policy on biometric based 
digital processing of passengers at 
airports called Digi Yatra. With this 
initiative, ticket booking, airport entry 
and boarding pass security check-in will 
be made digital. 

• The initiative seeks to promote 
paperless and hassle-free air travel. It 
will be operational by end of February, 
2019 at Bengaluru and Hyderabad 
airports. In later phase, Airports 
Authority of India (AAI) will roll out this 
initiative at Kolkata, Varanasi, Pune and 
Vijayawada airports by April 2019. 
•Under it, there will be one-time 
verification at departure airport while 
travelling for first time using ID. After 
successful verification, facial 
recognition biometric will be captured 
and stored in Digi Yatra ID. 

•For this system, passengers will be 
registered through centralized system 
and will be given Digi Travel ID. This ID 
will include details such as names of 
passengers, their email id, mobile 


number and any other identity card in 
case of non-basis. Travelers can also use 
this ID when booking tickets. 

For more information visit this link: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/what- 
is/what-is-digi-yatra-initiative- 
5386232/lite/ 

96. Answer (a) Russia 

• It was in news because India and 
Russia have concluded the contract for 
five S-400 'Triumf' missile systems, one 

of the biggest defence deals in recent 
times. 

/ What is S-400? 

• It is also called as Triumf missile 
systems 

•It is an air defence missile system that 
can take down enemies' aircraft in the 
sky from the surface itself. 

•The S-400 is known as Russia's most 
advanced long-range surface-to-air 
missile defence system, capable of 
destroying destroying hostile strategic 
bombers, jets, missiles and drones at a 
range of 380-km. 

•The S-400 is an upgraded version of the 
S-300 systems. The missile system, 
manufactured by Almaz-Antey, has been 
in service in Russia since 2007. 

97. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 



•Signifying a paradigm shift towards the 
use of alternate cooking fuel technology, 
the Namrup-based Assam 
Petrochemicals Limited (APL) has rolled 
out the country's first methanol-based 
cooking fuel project-'Green and Clean 
Fuel Pilot Project on Methanol Cooking 
Stove'. 

/ Highlights of the project: 

•Under the pilot project, stove and 
methanol canister will be made 
available in a limited scale. 

• 1.2 liters of gaseous form of Methanol 
canisters can last for full five hours on 
twin burners and 8 such Canisters as 
rack can last for one month for a family 
of three. 

•The cooking medium can directly 
substitute LPG, Kerosene, Wood, 
Charcoal and any other fuel for cooking. 
•The cost of energy equivalent of one 
cylinder of LPG for Methanol is Rs. 650, 
compared to Rs. 850 per cylinder 
resulting in a minimum of 20% Savings. 
•This provides for an excellent 
alternative as household fuel and 
commercial, institutional and fuel for 
restaurants. 

•The technology for the canister and the 
special burner has been provided by 
Sweden. In two months, APL will start 
commercial production of methanol- 
based cooking fuel. Initially the product 


will be made available for the 
northeastern region. 

/Boost to NITI Aayog's Programme: 

•This is India's first step towards 
realising the concept of 'Methanol 
Economy', the flagship programme of 
NITI Aayog. Through the programme, 
the NITI Aayog has been working on a 
roadmap to replace 20% of the 
country's crude imports through 
methanol alone. 

98. Answer (b) India and Vietnam. 

• It was held in the Bay of Bengal off the 
Chennai coast, Tamil Nadu. 

• It was aimed at strengthening the 
working level relationship between 
coast guards of both navies. 

99. Answer (b) 2 and 3 only 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Assam Government has 
become the first Indian state to offer a 
Wage Compensation Scheme for 
pregnant women working in the tea 
gardens of the state. 

/ Aim: The scheme is aimed at 
providing better health and nutrition 
supplements to the pregnant women. It 
stresses on providing proper healthcare 
facilities to the pregnant women 



working in the tea gardens of the state. 


and three naval ships carrying relief 
material and personnel to the country. 


/ Highlights of the scheme: 

•Under the scheme, an amount of Rs 
12,000 will be given to the pregnant 
women so that they can take care of 
themselves and the unborn baby 
without compromising the livelihood of 
their family. 

•The compensation of wages to 
pregnant women will be given in 4 
instalments - Rs 2,000 in the first 
trimester, Rs 4,000 in the second 
trimester, Rs 3,000 for institutional 
delivery and Rs 3,000 for registration of 
the child's birth. 

•The women would also be given a 
maternity leave. They will not be 
engaged in work from the third 
trimester of pregnancy to three months 
after delivery. 

•In addition, they will get assistance for 
antenatal care and the first cycle of 
immunization of the child. 

100. Answer (d) Indonesia 

•India has launched massive 
humanitarian operation Samudra 
Maitri to provide assistance to 
earthquake and tsunami victims in 
Indonesia. 

•Under this operation, India has 
dispatched two aircraft C-130J and C-17 



